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These Plans Conform to the Standards 

of the Federal Housing Administration. 

For Minor Local Variations Consult 
New, Enlarged Edition, Copyright, Meredith Publishing Co., 1939 Your FHA Regional Office 
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— Here's What 
You Get .... 


Ox THIS page we show you one of the sheets that 


make up the working drawings for a Bildcost Gardened 
Home. It is typical of what you get when you buy a set 
of Bildcost Gardened-Home working drawings. 

The working drawings on this page are for Bildcost 
Home No. 706, shown on page 40. See the next page for 
complete explanation of the Bildcost Plan. 

These drawings are a new, modern type—easier to 
read and use, and with a lighter background more suit- 
able for the contractor’s notations and specifications in 
either pencil or ink. They have replaced the old-fash- 
ioned, hard-to-read blueprints, and are approved by the 
Federal Housing Administration. Better Homes G Gardens 

takes pride in the fact that its Bildcost Plan department 
was one of the first in the nation to adopt this up-to-date 
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type of working drawing. 
With the working plans you buy from Better Homes @ 


Gardens you also receive the Bildcost Gardened-Home 
Specification Form. This form is the basis for a legal con- 
tract between you and your contractor and insures your 
getting the quality materials specified. You will also re- 
ceive a copy of the Contract Agreement. Signed by your 
builder, it’s his legally binding promise to build your 
home exactly as specified and for the amount agreed on; 
it therefore protects you, insures the quality construc- 
tion of your home, and safeguards your interests every 
step of the way. Turn now to the complete explanation. 
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Above is pictured the Bildcost Gardened Home—No. 706— 


represented by the working-drawings sample shown at left 
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Better Homes & Gardens’ BILDCOST Gardened-Home Plan 


WAT IT IS and 
HOW TO USE IT 


Al Better Homes & Gardens’ Bildcost Gardened-Home 
Plan is a complete home-building service available from 
Better Homes & Gardens only. The Bildcost Plan was 
originated by the magazine in January, 1932, as a further 
service to home-loving people who want the homes they 


build not only soundly constructed but architecturally 


Why Plan Established 


lis THE magazine we have often told you 
approximately what a home we pictured 
had cost to build in the particular city in 
which it was built. But building-material 
and labor costs vary widely, not only from 
section to section, but also from city to city. 
And so costs based on vague geographical 
areas, such as “‘the East” or “‘the Southern 
States,” or on cities themselves, published 
by any magazine, are of little value to you. 
What you want to know is exactly what a 
home design that strikes your fancy will cost to 
build in your own city. The second part of 
Better Homes & Gardens’ Bildcost Gardened- 
Home Plan, explained in the next para- 
graph, enables you to do just that. 


Your Cost-Finder— 
The List of Materials 


For each Bildcost Gardened Home you 
see in this book and in the magazine itself, 
Better Homes @ Gardens publishes a List of 
Materials. 

If you will turn thru this section’s pages 
you will see that each Bildcost Home bears 
a number; for instance, the one on page 57 
carries the number “909.” So if you like this 
particular home and want to find out the 
cost to build it in-your city and will write 
to us and inclose six cents, we’ll send you 
the List of Materials for Bildcost Home No. 
909. ‘This specifies what materials you will 
need. 


Then you take this List of Materials to an 
architect, a building-material dealer, or a 
contractor. Using it as a guide, with his au- 
thoritative experience in material and labor 
costs, he will be able to figure for you exactly 
what it will cost to build this home in your 
city. (“‘Bildcost”’ is a coined word on which 
the Meredith Publishing Company owns 
the copyright; it means ‘‘cost to build’’; 
hence, “‘bildcost.’’) 

An architect, building-material dealer, or 
contractor will be glad to give you these 
costs to build. When he knows exactly how 
much material it takes to build the home, it 
is not difficult for him to estimate the cost. 
He wants to serve you in every way possible, 
for he is a well-established businessman in 
your city. It is good business for him and 
good business for you. You need not hesitate 
to take the List of Materials to him. 


Working Drawings 


When the List of Materials is properly 
filled out and the totals added, you will 
have as accurate an estimate as you can get 
of the cost to build the home. Suppose, then, 
that you decide to go ahead and build it. 
Fine! Better Homes G Gardens then has the 
third, fourth, and fifth parts of the Bildcost 
Gardened-Home Plan to offer you. The 
third part is the working plans for this home 
you want. 

One sheet of typical Bildcost working 
plans is reproduced on the preceding pages. 
They can be obtained from us for the 
nominal fee of $5 for the first set, which is 
not only for the plans themselves but for 


pleasing. Bildcost is also fully protected by copyright. 

The success of Better Homes & Gardens’ Bildcost Home 
Plan can only be measured by the number of satisfied 
home-owners. Since the plan was first announced, hun- 
dreds of requests concerning each of the Bildcost Homes 


described in the magazine have been received by the editors. 


the right to build the home. When you pay 
for the first set, you are privileged to buy 
additional sets for $2.50 each. For all 
practicable purposes three sets are neces- 
sary—one for the architect who supervises 
the building, one for the contractor, and 
one for you. 

Bildcost working plans are not, as you can 
see, mere sketches or reduced drawings. 
They are complete, accurate, thoro archi- 
tect’s drawings—as complete as the best 
architects can make them—from which your 
builder or contractor can build your home 
and on which your architect can check. 

They eliminate any sort of guesswork and 
thus save time and money. If you retained 
an architect to design a home especially for 
you, such plans as these would cost you any- 
where from $200 to $300, and that’s a 
fair price for his services. 


Specification Form 


This form is the fourth part of the Bild- 
cost Gardened-Home Plan and is sent to 
you with the working plans. It is a written 
explanation of the working plans. In it are 
specified the quality of the materials which 
are to be used in building your home and 
the kind of workmanship necessary to in- 
sure sound construction. It forces all con- 
tractors to bid upon materials and work- 
manship of a given standard. It is, more- 
over, the basis for a legal contract between 
you and your contractor. 

This agreement will be recognized in 
court should the occasion arise. In it your 
int-rest and personal liability are protected. 


Contract Agreement 


This is the fifth part of Better Homes & 
Gardens’ Bildcost Gardened-Home Plan. It 
is a contract blank which we send you with 
the working plans and specifications and is 
to be signed by you and the contractor. It 
provides that your home shall be built ac- 
cording to the plans and specifications and 
for the sum agreed upon. Signed by your 
builder, it is legally his binding promise to 
build your home exactly as specified and 
therefore does what we want it to do—pro- 
tects you, insures the sound and _archi- 
tecturally right construction of your home, 
safeguards your interests every step of the 
way. 

Since the building of a home is usually 
considered a lifetime investment, not only in 
money but in the thought and the care that 
go into planning a home, every possible 
safeguard should be taken to avoid any 
dissatisfaction or disappointment when your 
home is completed. 


How to Order 


When you find the plan you like in this 
Bildcost Gardened-Home Plan Section or 
in the magazine itself, look for its number. 
It will appear plainly on the page or pages 
on which the plan is reproduced. 

If the number, for instance, is 810 and 
you want the List of Materials for it, merely 
write to us (or use the handy coupon on 
the last page), saying you want the List of 


Materials for Bildcost Gardened-Home Plan 
No. 810, and inclose six cents with your re- 
quest. You will receive the list promptly. 

Then afterward, if you want the working 
plans for Bildcost Plan No. 810, merely 
write again, say you want the working plans 
for Bildcost Gardened-Home Plan No. 810, 
and inclose the fee to pay for them. We'll 
send you not only the plans but the specifi- 
cation form and the contract agreement. 

We send the plans to you for $5 for the 
first set, which isn’t only for the plans them- 
selves, but also for the right to build the 
home. When you pay for the first set you’re 
privileged to buy additional sets for $2.50 
each. For all practicable purposes three sets 
are necessary—one for the architect who 
supervises the building, one for the con- 
tractor, and one for you—so you would 
send $10. Be sure to specify the number of the 
working drawings. 


Garage Plans Included 


When a Bildcost Gardened Home does 
not have an attached garage, we send you 
with the home working plans detailed plans 
also for a detached garage, the architecture 
of which will harmonize with the architec- 
ture of the home. For these we make no 
additional charge. 


Send Us Snapshots 


When you’ve completed your Bildcost 
Gardened Home and have it planted, we 
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shall be grateful to you, and you will help 

us a great deal in editing Better Homes & 

Gardens for you and in preparing future 

Bildcost Gardened-Home Plans, if you'll 

send us four snapshots (each showing one 

side of your completed home) and tell us 
in a letter accompanying the pictures: 

1. Whether you retained an architect to 
supervise the construction of your home. 
(We strongly urge you to do so. Follow 
the suggestions given in the front of the 
book for selecting a good architect. A good 
architect will not only oftentimes save 
you money; he will also insure your get- 
ting sound construction and good design 
as specified in the plans and specifications 
and as called for in the contract agree- 
ment.) ; 

. Approximately how much the home cost 
to build in your city. 

3. Whether you made changes in the work- 

ing plans or built the home exactly as 
specified. 
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When you order Bildcost material, ad- 
dress Better Homes G Gardens, Des Moines, 
Iowa. (Use convenient coupon on last page.) 
Remember that we of Better Homes G Gar- 
dens are ever ready to help you with your 
home and garden aspirations. As a member 
of our large Better Homes G Gardens family, it 
is your privilege to ask our help and our 
pleasure to be of service to you. 
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Using the List of Materials as a guide and cost-finder, you can figure exactly what it will cost to build your home 


These Were Built From Bildeost 


Here are only seven out of 
thousands of beautiful homes 
which have been built from 
Beiter Homes G Gardens Bildcost 
Plans. Bildcost enables you to 
estimate in advance exactly 
how much it will cost you to 
build a _ particular Bildcost 
Gardened Home in your com- 
munity. Working drawings 
cost but $5 for the first set, and 
$2.50 for each additional set. 


This is the home of Mr. and Mrs. Wayne M. 
Hall, Rockville Centre, New York. It was 
built from Better Homes @ Gardens Bild- 
cost Gardened-Home Plan No. 710 by 
Jaeger Bros. Builders, of Rockville Centre. 


This Newton, Massachusetts, home came 
from Theodore Whitehead Davis’s Bildcost 
Plan No. 708, and is owned by Mr. and Mrs. 
Dana Parks, Jr. Planting, being supervised 
by a landscape architect, had not yet been 
completed when this picture was taken 


Bildcost Plan No. 702 has been » 
a popular one, and this execu- 
tion of it is found in Hammond, 
Indiana. Mr. and Mrs. H. M. 
Beiriger are the owners. You’ll 
find this, along with some fifty 
other outstanding home plans, 
on the page; that follow this. 
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These four homes are from the same 
plan—Bildcost No. 504—which ap- 
peared first in Better Homes © Gardens 
for April, 1935, but which has ap- 
peared more and more frequently 
ever since, in form of brick and stone 
and wood, in city and hamlet all 
over the nation. 

At top is the white-walled version 
built by Mr. and Mrs. H. B. Lackey, 
Atlanta, Georgia, and now owned by 
Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Wilson. Right, 
in white-painted brick, it is found in 
Roanoke, Virginia, home of Dr. and 
Mrs. Thomas N. Spessard—a gable- 
roof version. Left, below, using the 
hip roof and uniform-color brick, is 
Bildcost No. 504 as Mr. and Mrs. W. 
C. Tune, Shelbyville, Tennessee, 
built it. In Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
Mrs. Richard Owen and Katherine 
Virginia Owen are owners of the 
more individual variation of the origi- 
nal Georgian theme (at lower right). 
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The brick and half-timbered entrance blends wc'l into the house, focus- 
ing attention on the main doorway and giving it a most inviting aspect. 
The low-sweeping roof lines seem to make the home grow out of the ground 
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A Home of Dreams 


Come True 


Gardened Home successfully combines the appeal 


This beautiful little Bildeost 


and tow cost of the small house with the comforts 


and the accommodations of the larger structure 


Left Side View 


Bildeost Gardened-Home Pian No. 204 
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\A PRESENT on these pages a small 
home which blends perfectly the essential 
elements of a fine design; it has beauty of 
line, a well-balanced use of exterior ma- 
terials, and a sound and practical interior 
arrangement. 

One is struck immediately with its air of 
domesticity and the promise of comfortable 
living inside. There is no straining for pic- 
turesque effects, yet the whole scheme is 
most original and attractive; in other words, 
this design is the ideal conception of a per- 
fect home for most of us and is the result of 
an intelligent and artistic use of materials, 
which adds the final touch that makes a 
house a home. te 
THe low-sweeping roof lines seem to make 
the home grow out of the ground. The skill 
with which all the lines are placed creates 
this impression, as your eye, in passing over 
them, is brought down to the ground—a 
natural ending place—at nearly every point. 
The sense of shelter that is every home’s 
main purpose is obtained by making the roof 
areas large and steep enough to dominate the 
low, well-proportioned side walls. 

The brick and half-timbered entrance 
blends well into the house, focusing atten- 
tion on the main doorway, and giving it a 
most inviting aspect. 

In direct contrast is the rough fieldstone- 
fireplace chimney extending to the end of 
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Rear View 


RECREATION on HOBBY ROOM 


23'- 0" x 15-6" 
° 


Vita - 


Basement 


the living-room wing and ending with a 
graceful curve, making it appear a part of 
the design instead of an afterthought. On 
the opposite side a rough-hewn wood fence 
is an interesting detail and serves the pur- 
pose of screening the well-placed service 
door from the living-room. 

The exterior walls may be faced with 
either broad, beveled wood siding or with 
stained-wood shingles with equally effective 
results. A careful study of the rear and side 
views will reveal how well the home appears 
from every angle. The large-transomed liv- 
ing-room window adds great interest to the 
gable in which it is placed, and the use of 
rough-timbered blinds gives excellent and 
unusual character to the other side. 


For the roof a wide variety of shingles is 
available and appropriate. Wooden ones, 
stained, preferably, in a range of shades of 
one color would be excellent, and heavy 
composition, asbestos, or slate would be 
equally attractive. Whatever the material 
used, the splendid lines of the roof’s design 
would bring out the best of its qualities. 
In its general arrangement the plan fol- 
lows a very practical scheme, one which al- 
lows the very best utilization of the whole 
building site. The service portion of the 
home is accessible on one side, near the 
front, instead of at the rear, as is so often 
the case; and this is done at no sacrifice of 


DESIGNED 


The exterior walls may be faced with 
either broad, beveled wood siding or 
with stained-wood shingles with equally 
effective results. Wood siding is used here 


BY ARCHITECT 


LIVING-ROOM 
19-9 x 15-3” 


First Floor 


sightliness or convenience of interior ar- 
rangement. 

Thus the space behind the home is left 
available for the development of a garden; 
and a driveway straight thru to a detached 
or semi-attached garage is possible. 


THE good qualities of the exterior are 
present in every part of the floor plan. A 
complete living unit on one floor is laid out 
in an unusual but practical way. The rooms 
in general are planned so that direct com- 
munication can be had between the differ- 
ent parts, enabling the homemaker to cut 
her steps to a minimum. 

The living-room is as large as you have 
always wanted it, with high windows in the 
end and the ceiling vaulted with heavy ex- 
posed rafters spaced wide apart, keeping the 
height in good proportion to the ample size 
of the room. 

The wood-paneled fireplace and recessed 
seat furnish an extremely interesting detail. 
A vestibule with a large coat closet removes 
it from direct contact with the outside, do- 
ing away with cold drafts and unnecessary 
cleaning. 

The dining-room is not large but will 
amply take care of six. It will probably be 
used only occasionally, for the inviting 
breakfast nook, with its cheerful outlook to- 
ward the front, will be the more practicable 
place for most all the family’s informal meals. 


Right Side View 


WHELLARD B. 
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Note in the side and rear views above 
and to left how the sense of shelter is ob- 
tained by making the roof areas domi- 
nate the well-proportioned side walls 


SMITH. JR. 


Seldom is a home so attractively and 
conveniently arranged as this. The liv- 
ing-room is large, with high windows in 
the end and the ceiling vaulted, keep- 
ing the height in good proportion to 
the size of the room. The wood-pan- 
eled fireplace and recessed seat furnish 
an interesting detail. The dining-room 
is not large but will amply take care of 
six. The rooms in general are planned 
so that there is direct communication 
between the different parts of the 
home, cutting steps to a minimum 


The kitchen has been provided with every 
convenience and efficiently laid out to make 
the duties in it a pleasure. It is but a step 
from this room to any room in the home, 
and it has the added convenience of a well- 
placed service door. 


THe sleeping quarters are completely sep- 
arated from the living quarters to provide 
the maximum in privacy. Both bedrooms 
are large and cross-ventilated, with no 
crowding of furniture. 

The basement has the usual fruit cellar, 
laundry, and heating room, and the added 
feature of a large room under the rear bed- 
rooms for use as a hobby or recreation room. 

This home was especially designed for 
our Bildcost Series, a service that has revo- 
lutionized the building of homes for persons 
in all walks of life. Its design is of the best, 
and the materials specified are especially 
adapted to the performance expected of 
them in the design. A Bildcost Plan assures 
that you know from the start what you’ll 
have when the home is completed. 


@ How much will it cost you to build this 
home in your own community? See intro- 
ductory pages for information about how to 
estimate it, and for an explanation of the 
Bildcost Plan. A coupon, for your conveni- 
ence in ordering List of Materials and work- 
ing drawings, will be found on the last page. 


Bildeost Gardened-Home Plan No. 204 
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The first-floor arrangement is flexible, providing a study by combining the living- and 
dining-rooms,. The upstairs bedrooms are spacious, for minimum space is required for stairs 


Here the view from the right foreground reveals the simplicity and balance of the exterior 
design. Delicate dormer windows break the large roof area. The fat chimney hints solidarity 


The rear of the house is similar to and quite as The side, either with or without the attached 
attractive as the front. The planting is easy to do garage, is well balanced and most interesting 


Bildeost Gardened-Home Plan No. 207 


For Spacious Living 


HMere’s a small home with large rooms 


Mt fits comfortably on a 50-toot lot 


Designed by Theodore Whitehead Davis, Architect 


hae is something so pleasant about 
the low roof lines and general proportions of 
this Cape Cod gardened cottage that it re- 
quires only the simplest planting to make 
it appear completely at home in almost any 
landscape in America, whether that of the 
scrubby, flat seacoast where the type origi- 
nated or one of lofty trees and rolling 
country. 

The cottage can be built in city and town 
just as readily, for it requires only a 50-foot 
lot if it is placed with the ridge parallel to 
the street, or even a 40-foot lot if it is placed 
with its gable end to the street. 

The doorway is one of the most arresting 
features of the exterior. It is ornamented 
with pilasters, fluted above their high base 
and capped with a rosette. The door itself 
is paneled and ornamented with a row of 
tiny circle-headed lights. Should you mount 
a brass knocker upon it and light your way 
to it at night with a ship’s lantern, you will 
do much to capture the full picturesque 
possibilities of the home. 


Narrow white clapboards are suggested 
for the walls, but wide ones may be used on 
the gable ends to give variety to the wall 
texture. Shingles, either stained or white, 
may be used in the same manner as the 
clapboards. If you desire an antique effect, 
you may use hand-split shingles, the white 
ones being particularly charming. 

For the roof shingles, wood or asbestos of 
the kind that simulates wood should be used. 
They should be gray, dark at the eaves, 
and fading as they near the ridge. 

The interesting and sturdily designed 


If the detached garage is preferred, the de- 
sign above will harmonize with the cottage 


chimney is painted white with a black boot 
top. Because it is inclosed, there is little 
heat loss. For the same reason, it is easy to 
make water-tight, and most economical to 
build, there being no finished brickwork to 
do below the roof. 

The plan has been so contrived as to 
achieve large rooms with cross-ventilation 
in a small area. To conserve space for rooms, 
the halls have been reduced to minimum 
size. The entrance hall, however, affords 
space for a coat closet and telephone cabinet. 
There is an inviting window seat below the 
dormer in the upstairs hall, and the linen 
closet has been tucked into the wall by the 
master’s bedroom. 


Tue white-wainscoted living-room, with 
its windows on three sides, is a cheery place 
for the family to gather. The simple fire- 
place, painted white to match the wood- 
work, makes a focal point about which to 
group furniture. A door at the rear leads 
directly from the dining end to the terrace 
at the back of the house. 

The study is an all-purpose room. If you 
wish, the wall space allowed for bookshelves 
can be used to accommodate a bedroom 
suite and the room turned into a guest 
room with the little lavatory private to it. 
It can also be used as a breakfast room and 
its closet fitted with shelves to hold dishes. 

The bathroom, lavatory, kitchen, and 
laundry have been placed in one corner 
of the house, removed as far as possible from 
the living quarters. In this way all water 
piping has been concentrated and the initial 
cost, as well as the upkeep, will be very low. 


As WITH all Better Homes G Gardens Bild- 
cost Gardened Homes, this was designed by 
a recognized architect, and its plan and 
construction are fundamentally correct. Bet- 
ter Homes G Gardens recommends that when 
building or remodeling any home, you be 
sure to consult with a recognized architect, 
for, instead of costing you money, he will 
save it for you and will insure that you get, 
in addition to good design, a home that 
will be sound and of excellent construction. 
The small proportion of his fee to the actual 
cost of the construction is well worth insur- 
ing satisfaction with all features with which 
we can be sure only your architect will be 
familiar. The architect will be able to de- 
termine quickly whether or not the plan is 


pssoneenes 


Second Floor 


First Floor 
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Alternate back-door plan 


fundamentally correct, whether or not ma- 
terials to be used are in conformity with the 
design of the home; and his knowledge of 
good construction, as well as of bad, will in- 
sure that your home will be properly built. 
And his supervision of the building of the 
home, or of its remodeling, will relieve you 
of a great responsibility that perhaps would 
be impossible for you to assume personally. 


@ How much will it cost you to build this 
house in your own community? See intro- 
ductory pages for information about the 
method of estimating it, and for an explana- 
tion of the Bildcost Plan. Bildcost Gardened- 
Home Plans give you exactly what you 
would expect to have on reading the de- 
scriptions of the homes that are given in this 
section of the Building Book, at a cost that 
can be accurately determined by your con- 
tractor, building-material dealer, or archi- 
tect. They include blueprints, contract form, 
and a complete List of Materials and work 
that will be required, so that all costs neces- 
sary to the proper completion of the home 
may be accurately determined. A coupon, 
for your convenience in ordering Lists of 
Materials and the working drawings, will 
be found on the last page of this book. 


Bildeost Gardened-Home Plan No. 207 
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To Love 
and Keep 


This charming small home has 
the refinements of a big home, yet 


you can build it for a small price 


Designed by Stratton 0. Hammon 


SPECIAL Note: This home can be placed equally 


well on a corner or inside lot as narrow as 35 feet. 


E NTRANCE hall, large living-room, rec- 
reation room, log fireplace, paneled walls, 
bay windows, attached garage, and numer- 
ous little things make a home really a place 
of joy in which to live. Why accept less 
when it’s only a matter of a little study and 
thought to achieve them? 

This early Connecticut home contains 
these refinements, yet it’s very small and it 
has been built for as low as $5,000; but 
present-day materials prices may make it 
run a little higher. 

The exterior walls may be covered with 
white wood shingles, clapboards, or siding. 
To add contrast to the materials used, the 
entrance gable has been stuccoed, which 
serves also to accentuate the entrance frontis- 


BEDROOM 


1-6" 14-0" 


BEDROOM 


11-6"XK 14-0" 


SS 


GARAGE 


10-0'*17-0" 


First Floor 


Bildeost Gardened-Home Plan No. 203 
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Side View 


piece. For the same reasons, the walls under 
the porch have been stuccoed and the gable 
of the garage wing sheathed in moulded- 
joint vertical boarding. The weathered- 
brown shingle roof is broken by the smooth 
side dormers and the brick chimney painted 
white with a black band at the top. 

Inside the classic front entrance is a hall 
that boasts a coat closet and two smaller 
closets. The stair is directly ahead, and the 
dining-room and living-room openings are 
to the left and right. 

The living-room is well lighted with two 
windows and a bay. Following the custom 
of the early Connecticut builders, the fire- 
place wall is paneled in random-width 
white pine boarding with moulded joints, 
and the three outside walls are plastered. 
The floor is of wide oak boarding, and the 
ceiling is beamed in oak. 

A large fireplace, built to accommodate 
three-foot logs, is placed on the interior wall 
of the living-room where one sitting before 
it will receive light over the shoulders. 

The location of the chimney also makes 


These sketches of the first- and second- 
floor and basement plans show how 
compactly and conveniently eyery de- 
tail of this house has been planned 


Basement 


Rear View 


Side View 


it possible to place the heating plant in a 
central position and to vent the hood over 
the kitchen range. It’s well known that 
flues arising in the interior of a home keep 
warm and therefore draw well. 

The dining-room also has a beamed ceil- 
ing, and there’s a Dutch door that opens 
onto the brick-paved porch. This porch is 
easily screened for use for summer dining. 

The kitchen is compact but extremely 
well arranged. The glass door, with a tran- 
som over it, and the large window give 
plenty of light and air. The sink under the 
window and the six-foot cabinet form an 
angle that’s an efficient arrangement. On 
the opposite side is a recess for the range, 
with a vented hood over it; a built-in refrig- 
erator that may be iced from the outside if 
it’s not mechanical; and between these a 
large closet with a supply cabinet extending 
over all. 

Ascending to the second floor to the small 
hall, which has a linen closet, one may enter 
either bedroom. Both have cross-ventila- 
tion, two closets, and dressing tables in the 
dormers. There’s a door from the left room 
into the storage space over the garage. The 
bathroom is convenient, and in it is a re- 
cessed tub with a shower. 


Proper precaution has been taken to 
insure comfort in the second-floor rooms, 
even in the hottest climate. Besides the 
shingle roof, which is a good insulator, and 
the air space under it, there are two thick- 
nesses of insulation: one over the rafters and 
one used as a plaster base. Louvers in each 
gable and a vent in the chimney remove all 
possibility of heat. Because of the position of 
the garage, this home lends itself especially 
well to a corner lot. 

But its unique feature is its easy adapt- 
ability to several different types of lots. 
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A Pains appealing charm and distinc- 
tion in the attractive proportions and sim- 
plicity of line of this typically American 
home. Its general shape follows traditional 
Colonial lines, and exterior details remove 
it far from the commonplace box-like houses 
which are loosely called Colonial. 

The fieldstone treatment of the first-floor 
wall at the front provides an interesting 
variation in texture from the smooth-finish 
siding above, and adds a feeling of strength 
and solidity to the design. The overhanging 
second story has the practical advantage of 
providing a foot of additional space in the 
bedrooms above, and at the same time shel- 
ters the entrance doorway. The deep shad- 
ows that it casts across the front of the house 
at the second-floor line add an interesting 
effect. The exterior colors follow the tradi- 
tional scheme of white side walls with green 
roof and shutters. 

Inside, the various built-in features and 
room arrangement give the atmosphere of a 
real home, planned for beauty and comfort 
—above all, for convenience. True to the 
Early American period, the walls of the liv- 
ing-room are covered with paneled and 
waxed knotty pine. 

The wall-spacing of the dining-room per- 
mits good furniture arrangement. Walls are 
formal paneling to three feet above the fin- 
ished floor, to be decorated in eggshell- 
finish enamel, with wallpaper on the upper 
portion of the walls. The breakfast room 
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The overhanging second story 
makes interesting shadows 
on the attractive fieldstone 
wall of the front of the house 


Designed by Architect James F. Schindler 


provides space for table and chairs instead 
of the usual benches. 

The rooms of the second floor are quite 
large. The front bedrooms will accommo- 
date twin beds and each room has essential 
cross-ventilation. Wood trim in the bed- 
rooms should be enameled white or ivory in 
a satin finish and the walls papered in Co- 
lonial block patterns of appropriate colors. 

In the bathroom a large accessory closet 
is provided for towels, washcloths, and a 
special storage for medicines. 


THe garden plan shown was designed by 
the garden-department editor of Better Homes 
& Gardens. As will be seen in the illustra- 
tions, he has taken advantage of the features 
of the home by providing a vista from the 
rear porch down the random flagwalk and 
thru the summerhouse, at the rear of which 
a tiny formal pool is located in a semicircu- 
lar garden. Back of the garage is an area to 
be used for a playground or for clothes-dry- 
ing, and behind that is a small vegetable 
garden attractively fenced. 

The editors of this book urge that you con- 
sult with an architect. Your ultimate result 
is dependent upon qualified and competent 
counsel. 


e@ How much will it cost you to build this 
house in your own community? See intro- 
ductory pages for information about the 
method of estimating it, and for an explana- 
tion of the Bildcost Plan. A coupon, for your 
convenience in ordering Lists of Materials 
and drawings, appears on the last page. 


The arrangement of living- 
room and porch suggests a 
very interesting garden adapt- 
able to the average-size lot 


Bildeost Gardened-Home Plan No. 211 
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Faun Wan 


Low eavesline, well-proportioned roof, and carefully planned windows an 


For Any Community 


Designed by Architect Frank Wallis 


im bree the pleasing result of Architect 
Frank Wallis’s desire to create a small home 
of modern, practical, and economical de- 
sign that would have an air of individuality 
and distinction. 

In addition, Architect Wallis wanted a 
plan readily adaptable to a 50-foot lot, with 
the service entrance and plenty of driveway 
space completely separated from the main 
doorway. He has definitely accomplished 
his purposes in this design, as can readily 
be seen. 

The exterior is made graceful by the low 
eaves, fine proportions generally, and by 
the manner in which the living- and dining- 
room wings build up so well with the main 
mass of the home. Each elevation of the 
home is interesting in itself, but especially 
on the front do we feel a gentle sweep per- 
mitting placing the home with equal ease 
on either hilly ground or a level lot. The 
snug dormers are carefully designed and 
placed to avoid harsh profiles on any side. 


ALTHO the plan indicates just five rooms, 
with an eye to the family that grows, a stair 
to the second floor has been provided—from 
which further development may be logically 


Left Side View 


Bildeost Gardened-Home Pian No. 308 


d doors give unity and balance to this neat home 


Designed for any section of the United States 


and for any site—level or hilly. It fits easily 


on a 50-foot lot such as you'll find in most cities 


made. Two rooms and another bath may 
be finished here. 

There’s no waste space on the first floor. 
The centrally located hall serves all five 
rooms, and the high-ceiling living-room is 
generous in size. Large French doors open 
from the living-room to the terrace facing 
the garden, providing convenient access to 
outdoor-living. Here’s an ideal place for 
those large, gay umbrellas and the accom- 
panying table and chairs of iron. Outdoor 
dining and living are much in keeping with 
the style of the home. 


THE bedrooms at the rear of the home en- 
joy the privacy and quiet of the garden. 
The compact kitchen is arranged to save 
many steps. The dining-room is nearly 
square and centers on a delightful bay win- 
dow. Casement windows are used thruout 
to retain charm and character in all its 
details. For the sake of economy, only part 
of the basement has been excavated to pro- 
vide space for the essential heating and 
plumbing fixtures there. (Basement plan is 
included in List of Materials and working 
drawings.) 

A variety of materials is delightfully 


Rear View 


combined on the exterior—the rough cypress 
siding, cedar shingles or slate roofing, and 
the stucco—all contributing generously to 
color and harmony. It would be interesting 
to tint the stucco a shade slightly off white, 
but kept warm in tone. Where the plot is 
surrounded with an abundance of trees and 
foliage, pink-tinted stucco with black or 
gray shutters and weather-tone shingles 
would result in a charming effect. 


FurRTHER individuality and distinction 
for the home may be gained thru a variety 
of choice in design for the front-entrance 
doorway and the dining-room bay window, 
as illustrated in the List of Materials. And 
any of the designs would be equally fitting, 
for all reflect the best elements of a quiet 
and refined French byway. With careful 
study you will find this cottage free from 
expensive habits, and future generations 
should find it in as good taste as it is today. 
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A Twosome Cottage 


- - - but it will hold three. This 
simple little Early American 
home has a design adaptable to 


any of several exterior finishes 


The design lends itself to economical face-brick 
treatment, for no intricate detail is involved 
in using this type of exterior finish. However, 
regardless of the materials chosen, surrounded 
by a fence and suitably landscaped, there is 
great charm in the simple lines of this home 
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No MATTER from what angle this 
Early American design home is viewed, it 
remains charming. Altho the design is very 
simple, the proportions have been very care- 
fully studied. 

The cottage has an interesting roof-line 
and window arrangement. Its chief decora- 
tion is the latticework that gives such a 
homelike air to the paneled doorway, at the 
same time creating a feeling of privacy 
about the little shelter. This shelter will be 
found to have the added virtue of practicali- 
ty—protection against weather without any 
troublesome angles to encourage leaks. 

The cottage has been designed to ac- 
commodate either the young married couple 
or the mature pair who, family gone, desire 
to move to a small home. With such occu- 
pants in mind, the designer has taken pains 
to help, by convenient arrangement, the 
homemaker who does all her own work. 

The coat closet is near the front door. No 
need for members of the family to scatter 


their .coats and hats over the living-room. 
It will really be more convenient to hang 
them up. The bedroom closets are large, 
and the linen closet in the hall is handy to 
the bathroom and both bedrooms. In the 
kitchen the supply closet and the dish cup- 
board give full storage room, and at the 
foot of the cellar stairs there is a large pre- 
serve and storage closet. 


(CHOOSING a heating plant should be an 
easy task—so easy is this home to heat, and 
so congenial it should be to any sort of 
modern, low-cost, air-conditioning plant. 

Beneath the living-room there’s space for 
a game room. Two windows would give 
enough light for ordinary purposes, and are 
already there. But if you wish to keep down 
initial costs, you must wait to finish the 
room, budgeting for it to be completed later. 

The cellar stairs end almost at the back 
door, which makes them convenient to the 
outdoors and to both basement and kitchen. 
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Designed by Architect Theodore Whitehead Davis 


The living-room is large to provide for 
the dining end—which is well lighted by a 
large mullioned window. The main en- 
trance has been placed at the opposite 
end of the room so that the guest who arrives 
at mealtime doesn’t walk directly in upon 
the family repast. 


THE hall has been kept small as possible, 
yet it serves to shut off completely the bed- 
rooms from the living quarters. Evening 
parties need not disturb children asleep. 
There’s a scuttle in the hall ceiling to the 
storage space under the roof. This space is 
ventilated by windows placed in the ends of 
the gables. 

Place this beautifully gardened home on 
a 50-foot lot and surround it with a low 
white picket fence, as indicated, and it fairly 
breathes an atmosphere of coziness and 
welcome and gracious living. 


e How much will it cost you to build this 
house in your own community? See the 
introductory pages for information about 
the method of estimating the cost, and for 
an explanation of the Bildcost Plan. A 
coupon, for your convenience in ordering 
Lists of Materials and working drawings, 
will be found on the last page. 


Bildcost Gardened-Home Pian No. 410 
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A Georgian House 


I¢ has everything, say scores of 


Better Homers who’ve built it! 


Designed by Architect A. Raymond Ellis 
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Bildeost Gardened-Home Plan No. 504 


The garden plan affords the best possible 
utilization of available space. It’s convenient, 
full of bloom, and can be both used and en- 
joyed. Its details can be carried out to fit 
the individual family’s life and pleasures 


hee black wrought-iron railing at each 
side of the door is finished with a brass finial 
and they’re both set into a flagstone platform. 

The foundation supporting the walls is 
concrete, altho it may be stone or brick if in 
your city these materials cost less. The walls 
themselves are built of brick in slightly 
variegated shades of light red, laid in warm 
chrome-color mortar. The construction 
could be either of solid brick, 8 inches thick, 
waterproofed, and insulated on the interior 
surface, or simply a veneer of 4-inch thick- 
ness built over a well-insulated frame 
structure. 


Against this warm brick background it 
seems to us that the beautifully designed 
white-painted entrance door, with its deli- 
cately fluted pilasters and pediment above, 
and the window frames, denticulated cor- 
nice, and the shutters stand out in pleasant 
contrast—a contrast heightened and richly 
intensified by the variegated slate roof, with 
its blue, maroon, and gray shingles. Yes, if 
you prefer, you could use edge-grain shin- 
gles in driftwood gray or very dark gray. 


Tuat roof is what architects call a “Ship” 
roof. It’s so plain and so simple to build that 
it frees the carpenter’s work of all complica- 
tions, therefore takes less time and hence 
costs less money. Its shape also allows easy 
application of insulation, in board, blanket, 
metal foil, or loose fill, so necessary to com- 
fort and inexpensive, easy heating. 

This Georgian house everywhere used the 
best materials but is so designed that they 
are assembled economically. It isn’t neces- 
sarily the cost of materials that runs up the 
price of a house; it’s the building cost—the 
cost to shape them to a design. And so we 
have straight walls relieved at the window- 
sill levels by slightly projected horizontal 
string courses and regularly spaced windows, 
which make it easy for the brickmason to lay 
up his work rapidly. He doesn’t have to stop 
to slip brick on corners and angles, fuss with 
built-in ornamental details. 

What about girders? Well, they’re steel for 
the first floor because they cost but little 
more than wood; and their added rigidity 
and the bending they eliminate keep shrink- 
age around the baseboards down to a mini- 
mum and prevent the uneven floors which 
many houses develop to dismay us a few 
short years after they have been built. 
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The sunroom and garage roofs—the left 
and right one-story wings respectively—are 
of frame construction covered with tar and 
gravel roofing. Over them, if you wish to use 
them as decks, you can lay a removable slat 
floor, in sections. Another method would be 
to lay heavy deck canvas well painted, like 
the deck of a yacht. Either will stand up well 
under hard use, such as contraction and ex- 
pansion from the weather and the abrasion 
made by the nails in the heels of shoes. 


To PREVENT air and rain leakage, win- 
dow and door frames are well caulked into 
the brick walls. The exterior woodwork is all 
pine, including the doors, windows, shut- 
ters, and latticework; and to protect and 
preserve the wood, as well as the two coats of 
lead and oil paint applied to it, it has been 
given an aluminum priming, or first, coat. 

All the windows are weather-stripped and 
have for summer copper-bronze wire screens 
and for winter, storm sash. 

The fireplaces and chimneys have pat- 
ented cast-iron throats, tip and slide damp- 
ers, and terra-cotta flue-linings to prevent 
sparks from working thru the brick joints 
to start a fire, and to keep soot and smoke 
from sifting into the house. The rain-con- 
ductors are made of 16-ounce hard-rolled 
copper and they have small ornamental 
heads. 

Windows are of heavy, flat-drawn sheet 
glass. Glass is not all alike; it is made now 
in many varieties and qualities, and, like 
the eyes of a person, it either flashes and 
sparkles and reflects the brilliant rays of 
light, or it lacks luster and makes a house 
look lifeless and inanimate. 

The floor plans clearly show the arrange- 
ment of the rooms. Note how certain fea- 
tures have been worked out to meet definite 
uses and needs found from experience to 
be desirable, such as the direct connection 
of the dining-room with the kitchen, the 
large rear hall with its ample wall space for 
hanging up miscellaneous clothing, the 
lavatory off of it, which is convenient to the 
outdoors and also has the desired privacy 
for general use. From this rear hall stairs 
lead to the basement, and a door may be 
cut from here into the living-room if desired. 


THe living-room fireplace has an oiled 
soapstone facing, a hearth with firebrick 
lining, and it is framed with a well-designed 
wooden moulding. Above it is a raised 
panel, flanked on both sides by fluted pilas- 
ters. The mouldings of the mantel are 
well scaled, from the focal point of the 
room, and are connected with the other 
architectural units of the room by a simple 
moulded cornice and base. At the end of 
the living-room are two bookcases with ad- 
justable shelves, with cupboards below, and 
paneled jambs at the windows. 


@ How much will it cost you to build this 
house in your own community? See intro- 
ductory pages for information about the 
method of estimating it, and for an explana- 
tion of the Bildcost Plan. A coupon, for your 
convenience in ordering List of Materials 
and working drawings, will be found on the 
last page. 


Bildeost Gardened-Home Plan No. 504 


20 


The texture of the contrasting weathered stone blends the chimney and entrance to- 
gether against the softer effect of stained wood shingles on the main body of the home 


Unity and hepose 


The charm of a cottage=the comfort of a castle 


Designed by Architect Willard B. Smith 


Ae any one of us, when we think 
of an ideal gardened home, has visions of an 
attractive living-room and dining-room, a 
distinctive hallway, a smart, well-planned 
kitchen, two luxurious bathrooms, and sev- 
eral airy bedrooms. 

Then we heave a sigh and come down to 
earth, as our imagination can envision such 
an extensive interior only as being insepa- 
rable from a very imposing and extensive 
home, usually far beyond our wildest dreams. 

Here, however, is a real gardened home 
of modest dimensions and exterior, but 
which actually contains all those prized fea- 
tures that we would like to have combined 
with the charm that comes with perfect lines 
and proportions and an arrangement of 
rooms that is nearly faultless. 


THE feeling of unity and repose is every- 
where evident in the exterior of this charm- 
ing home. No one detail is featured to the 
detriment of the others, tho attention is 
brought naturally to the main entrance by 
the converging roof surfaces and_ sturdy 
chimney. The texture of the contrasting 
weathered stone blends the chimney and 
entrance together against the softer effects of 
stained wood shingles on the main body of 
the home. The English cottage style of archi- 


Bildcost Gardened-Home Pian No. 405 


tecture was used as a basis for the design, 
tho it was adapted to our climate and really 
has much of the American Colonial in its 
make-up. 

To find a proper setting for this home 
would not be difficult. Honest simplicity is 
expressed in every line, and it would readily 
accommodate itself to any type of neighbor- 
hood. Equally attractive from any angle, a 
large lot would enhance its appearance, tho 
its fine character’would still be well main- 
tained on a 50-foot lot. 

The interior arrangement is not a matter 


of chance, but the result of a careful study of 
present-day requirements, the rooms being 
laid out in a manner that will suit the needs 
of most home-builders. A number of fea- 
tures unusual in a plan of its extent have 
been included. 

The living-room is ample in size, and it is 
sheltered from cold air, drafts, and unex- 
pected intrusions by the large vestibule. It 
is a room full of life, and the outdoors, with 
its view in three directions, is made a part 
of it. The unusually high windows at the 
end run nearly up to the vaulted ceiling, a 
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The exterior of this beautiful Bildcost Gardened Home combines the gracious lines 


of the English cottage with the simple dignity of our Colonial tradition. Tho small, 


its interior arrangement provides many of the features of a much larger home 


Study these floor plans. Live in this 
gracious little home for a few min- 
utes with the aid of a pencil point 
—trace your steps from one room to 
another, look out the many windows 
that furnish two fine views and cross- 
yentilation to nearly every room 


French door opens onto the terrace, and the 
single front window allows a view of the 
street and yet maintains privacy. 

Next, consider the dining-room across the 
small hall which separates it from the living- 
room. Here there are plenty of wall space 
anda built-in china closet of unusual interest. 

The kitchen is particularly well situated, 
as it is both close to and carefully segregated 
from both the sleeping quarters and the en- 


trance, and either can be reached very di- 
rectly without following a circuitous route. 

Again, the arrangement of the bedrooms 
and bathroom is excellent. The three rooms 
are connected by a corridor of their own in 
such a way as to remove the usual objections 
to first-floor bedrooms. The bathroom is lo- 
cated between the sleeping rooms and pos- 
sesses the two most desirable requisites, 
privacy and accessibility. It’s also an easy 


room to keep warm, for it has a minimum of 
exterior wall exposure. One extra bedroom 
and bathroom are in the second story, to be 
used as a maid’s or guest room, or, if the 
size of the family requires, a child’s bed- 
room. If still more sleeping accommodations 
are needed, a fourth bedroom can be had by 
simply adding a dormer on the rear of the 
main roof. 


THe BASEMENT likewise is laid out effi- 
ciently. The heating room and its fuel bin 
are separated from the remainder of the 
space, which is divided between a well- 
lighted laundry and drying room and anoth- 
er large, pleasant room with a rough-brick 
fireplace, ideal for several different pur- 
poses, depending on your choice. It would 
make an ideal study or recreation room. A 
small room is designed for fruit and vege- 
table storage. 


e@ How much will it cost you to build this 
house in your own community? See intro- 
ductory pages for information about the 
method of estimating it, and for an explana- 
tion of the Bildcost Plan. A coupon, for 
your convenience in ordering Lists of Ma- 
terials, will be found on the last page. 


Bildeost Gardened-Home Plan No. 405 
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FROM THE SAME PLAN 


For the South 


For the North: 


Designed by Architect 
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Bildeost Gardened-Home Plan No. 506 


sisi otto Pe serine 


Lie-on-your-stomach windows peep under the Southern Home’s tall-columned porch roof 


Interesting contrast between lower and upper walls contributes to the beauty of this home 


Een treatment is almost the 
only difference between these two homes. 

The House for the South is distinguished 
by its tall-columned porch with the de- 
lightful little windows. The roof is weathered 
brown interspersed with gray, and shutters 
are dark green. The House for the North is 
roofed with gray weathered-wood shingles, 
fireproof imitation wood shingles, or black 
slate. All trim is white. ° 

The principal difference in the interiors 
is in the design of the living-room paneling 
on the fireplace wall. In the House for the 
North, random-width moulded edge board- 
ing is used, while the same wall for the 
South is covered with more formal stile and 
rail paneling and a Georgian mantel. 

The circular upper portion of the stairway 
is a decorative touch to the front hall, 
framed by the paneling which conceals the 
coat closet on the right. 

The living-room is of good size, enlarged 
further in appearance by the fireplace and 
windows. Wall space is unusually large, and 
a bay window adds to the cheerfulness. Two 
steps down lead into the dining-room past 


two closets whose doors give the appearance 
of paneling, and which provide storage 
space for dining-room accessories, or card 
tables and books from the living-room. 

In the kitchen everything is at the finger 
tips. The sink under the window is flanked 
by wide cabinets with working shelves. 
Opposite are refrigerator, range, and closet, 
recessed into the walls with storage cabinets 
above them. 

On the level of the second floor are the 
smaller bedroom and bath, and three steps 
up carry us past the linen closet and into 
the large bedroom. Here the beds are 
placed in an adjoining “‘sleeping room,” 
connected to the bedroom by an arched 
opening. Working drawings show the house 
with or without a basement accessible thru 
the door between living- and dining-rooms. 

A 50-foot lot will accommodate either 
house if the drive is brought in from the 
rear, or a 55-foot lot will permit the drive 
to pass around the side of the house. 

See introductory pages for an explana- 
tion of Bildcost Plan. You'll find a coupon, 
convenient for ordering, on last’ page. 


The first unit stands attractively on its own feet, and 
includes accommodations of a typical apartment: 
three bedrooms, living-room, and kitchen; and heat- 
ing, rumpus, and laundry rooms in the basement 


Abe unit house is the solution to the 
problem of building within one’s means, 
and providing for the future of a growing 
family. The original unit is designed to 
stand attractively by itself, and the addi- 
tions enhance the beauty of the original as 
they are included. 

Thus we start by building the central 
unit of the home—a modified duplex apart- 
ment. There’s a living-room, kitchen, stair 
hall, and one bedroom with its bath on the 
first floor. Above are two bedrooms and a 
bath. The basement of the original unit 
provides heating room, laundry, and rum- 
pus room, and no further excavation is 
necessary. Total expense of the completed 
home is held down by surfacing with low- 
cost materials outside walls later to become 
partitions. 

The original living-room becomes the 
dining-room with the addition of the living- 
room wing. Cupboards flanking the fire- 
place are transformed from bookcases to 


And here the unit- 
house has reached 
maturity with the ad- 
dition of the living- 
room wing with a 
bedroom and private 
bathroom, and two 
large closets in the 
brief hallway leading 
into it. And, because 
it was planned that 
way, the home is a 
beautiful ensemble. 
The living-room has 
a fireplace, as you see 


china cabinets when this room becomes the 
dining-room. The first unit boasts a hall 
with circular stairs, and knotty-pine doors 
of the dining-room match the woodwork, 
while the hall-side of these doors is painted 
to match the papered walls of the hall. 

Outside, the low horizontal eaves of the 
roof, topped with dormers, permit pleasing 
proportions at each of the three stages of 
the development. Native stone, roughly laid 
in horizontal beds of white mortar, together 
with the exterior woodwork painted white, 
give a welcoming appearance, informal and 
cheerful. Black slate covers the roof. 

To the original unit we add the garage 
wing after a time, with space for rooms above 
for storage, or a playroom for the children. 
Later on, we add the living-room wing 
which includes a large bedroom and bath on 
the floor above. And having started with a 
unit-plan, we finish, not with an ugly group 
of box-like rooms, but an attractive unit 
of which we may well be proud. 


The home begins to grow. To the’ original house has been added the 
second unit consisting of a two-car garage wing with a roomy storage 
loft, reached by the stairs included in the addition. It isn’t an unsightly, 
tacked-on addition, but complements and dignifies the original home 


The Three-Unit_House 


Designed by Architect 


Verna Cook Salomonsky 
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3 
LEFT FRONT VIEW: Vertical planking and moulded strips give height to the house 
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RIGHT FRONT VIEW: Attractive entrances and well-placed windows give a rather 
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“Come Hither” House 


Designed by Architect Ethel M. Crosby 


yeti being convenient according to 
modern homemaking standards, and as 
comfortably snug as a bug in a rug, this 
little gardened home has that quality which 
architects call ‘“‘lure.”” The more you look at 
it the more attached to it you become. It 
has the simple, distinctive design character- 
istic of Bildcost Plans. 

If you’re looking for a 4-room house and, 
what’s more, an architectural gem of a little 
house that won’t require a very stout pocket- 
book to realize, this little house, we’d say, 
is the end of your search. It’s comparatively 
inexpensive to build; for one reason, be- 
cause it has the fewest possible angles. 

Moreover, so many little houses could so 
easily have been as attractive as this one 
esthetically if their owners had employed 
good architects to supervise their construc- 
tion. A little attention to proportion—that 
is, the relation of walls and roof and window 
and door openings—does, as you can see, 
make a small house as attractive as a more 
elaborate one. 

Altho designed for a 50-foot lot, and so- 
phisticated enough for a suburban neighbor- 
hood, ‘“‘Come Hither’? would be quite as 


much at home in the country. It’s finished 
outside with first-grade battens, planed 
1 x 12’s, with siding gables, but shingles or 
shakes could be used quite as effectively. 
For a new and rather different effect, the 
outside could be either oiled or varnished, 
and a bit of brightly colored peasant design 
added to the little triangles at either side of 
the front entrance and to the flower box. 

The windows are small-paned casements, 
and the front and back doors are handmade 
of the Dutch variety which women find 
especially practical. 


‘THE house inside is finished with’ fir ply- 
wood beautifully grained and easily applied. 
It could be varnished with one coat, to give 
a soft orangey tone for the living-room, and 
painted with a thin coat, to show the grain, 
for the bedrooms. 

The house is conveniently and compactly 
planned, yet spacious, as study of the de- 
tailed architectural drawings will show you 
if you care to buy them. The living-room 
has plenty of sunlight thru its east and south 
windows, and the French doors opening 
onto a small porch at the back give access to 


RIGHT REAR VIEW: The porch, opening from the living-room, leads directly to the garden 


the garden. This porch can be glassed in if 
you wish. 

The kitchen is a homelike room, finished 
in natural wood with a 3-foot 6-inch wain- 
scot and washable wallpaper above. 

In the basement is space for a garage if, 
instead of the detached garage shown, you 
wish to have it there and your local building 
laws permit it. Also in the basement are the 
heater room and a recreation room. The 
laundry trays are economically and handily 
placed below the bathroom plumbing. 

A number of Better Homes G Gardens read- 
ers have built this inviting little dwelling 
and have found it as economical to con- 
struct as it is to maintain afterward. Many 
have commented upon the “‘way it snuggles 
down and takes to planting.”’ 


@ How much will it cost you to build this 
house in your own community? See intro- 
-ductory pages for information about the 
method of estimating it, and for an expla- 
nation of the Bildcost Plan. A coupon, for 
your convenience in ordering Lists of Ma- 
terials and working drawings, will be found 
on the last page. 
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Designed by Architect Silas E. Nelsen 


Second Floor 


The second floor has two bedrooms, cross- 
ventilation, bathroom, and excellent closets 
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First Floor 


Small in scale but complete for the 
requirements of a small family, the 
story-and-a-half Tom Thumb is ideal 
in arrangement and exterior lines. 
Above, left rear view; right, front view 
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le two little gardened homes em- 
body one present-day trend in home design. 
They’re the result of careful study to give 
you homes which combine the conveniences 
of the modern apartment and at the same 
time preserve the best American tradition 
in architecture. 

They’ll fill, Better Homes © Gardens pre- 
dicts, a crying need all over America, where 
the apartment has demonstrated that a small 
space with practical built-in conveniences is 
very livable. For they’re practically apart- 
ments, set down among the flowers, trees, 
and lawn, but having the added advantage 
of individual privacy. Their appeal lies in 
the fact that they’re pleasing to the eye, con- 
tain ample space for the small family, and 
are, besides, and more important, inexpen- 
sive to build. 

Their exteriors are treated in a simple 
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The first floor of the story-and-a-half Tom Thumb is compact, yet full of desirable fea- 
tures. The basement has all the features of a much larger house, including a recreation room 
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The Famous 


Early American character. The walls are 
shown with wide clapboards, but may also 
be equally attractive built with shingles or 
split shakes. The plank shutters shown are 
made of cedar or pine and put together with 
cleats in the good old-fashioned way. 

All the exterior detail is carefully designed 
and planned to be in perfect harmony with 
the size of each house and to give an atmos- 
phere of dignity in any setting. 

It’s unusual to find in plans so small the 
livable qualities worked into the arrange- 
ment and designs. All the comforts of the 
usual house twice their size are contained 
in these compact plans. There is, moreover, 
an abundance of light, without the appear- 
ance of the walls being all windows. 

In both these gardened homes the full 
basements permit ample room for a heating 
plant, fuel storage, nicely lighted laundry, 
built-in storage lockers, and fruit closets. 
The large basement sash are set in areaways. 

In the story-and-a-half —Tom Thumb 
home, entrance is made into a small vesti- 
bule directly off the living-room and one 
step lower. Into this vestibule is built a coat 
closet, having outside ventilation thru a 
small louver. The living-room from here, 
with its fireplace, bay window, and a por- 
tion of the stairway showing, presents a 
homelike picture. The light. comes from 
three sides, thru large windows, to give 
this living-room a cheerful atmosphere. ‘The 
kitchen is laid out in a most modern manner 
and permits a refrigerator near the rear de- 
livery door, convenient to the work counter. 
The back part of the fireplace forms an in- 


Here are two elastic plans and 


“TOM THUMB" 


designs that helped make Bildeost famous 


teresting brick niche just large enough to 
back up the range. The bricks are left ex- 
posed in this niche, or may be plastered over 
if you prefer. The cupboards are designed 
with toe room at the floor, preventing scuf- 
fing, and with ample drawers and shelving. 
They contain storage space for the average 
small-family needs and for the use of mod- 
ern electrical appliances. The dining alcove 
occupies a small space off the kitchen and, 
with its large corner windows taking up two 


of the wall spaces, is very cheerful. Entrance | 


to the basement is made from the kitchen, 
utilizing the space under the second-floor 
stairway. 


THE second floor contains a complete 
bathroom large enough for any small home, 
and its location, just off the hallway, is con- 
venient to the bedrooms and the first floor. 
The smaller bedroom has a very interesting 
built-in bunk, utilizing the sloping portion 
of the roof, and is built of knotty pine. There 
are also a built-in closet and windows on 
two walls, making this an ideal room for 
any age. The larger bedroom contains built- 
in wardrobes, a fireplace, and has windows 
on two walls, permitting cross-ventilation. 

The one-story Tom Thumb gardened 
home has its entrance opening into an entry 
hall, from which all rooms are accessible. 
The two coat wardrobes directly off the en- 
trance are a practical built-in feature. En- 
trance to the basement is made from this 
entry hallway. 

The fireplace, low ceiling, and windows 
on three sides in the living-room make it 


very pleasant. The plan calls for either a 
wood-panel wall on the fireplace side or an 
alternate vertical-plank scheme which tends 
to keep this room in harmony with the 
exterior. 

The size of the bedroom is ample, and two 
arrangements are possible for locating a 
double bed or twin beds. The wardrobe is 
built in and has storage space equal to a 
closet twice its size. The bathroom arrange- 
ment permits easy access to all rooms of the 
house, and by closing the hall door the bed- 
room and bathroom are made into a private 
apartment. An arrangement of kitchen and 
dining alcove that has proved most satisfac- 
tory in many small apartments has been suc- 
cessfully worked into the plan. In the kitchen 
are well-laid-out cupboards, refrigerator, 
range, cabinet sink, and roomy storage spaces. 
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The one-story Tom Thumb first-floor plan 
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The one-story Tom Thumb 
home, too, is roomy and com- 
fortable for young or elderly 
couples. Nothing of architec- 
tural merit is lost. Above, right 
rear; below, the front view 


In almost every room of both gardened 
homes are other studied conveniences, in- 
cluding cupboards, medicine chest, and 
linen closets. 

Better Homes G Gardens advises you not to 
build either of these homes, or any other 
Bildcost Gardened Home, without super- 
vision of a good architect. Instead of costing 
you additional money, he’ll save you money, 
and insure your getting, besides good de- 
sign, sound and good construction. 


@ How much will it cost you to build this 
house in your own community? See intro- 
ductory pages for information about the 
method of estimating it, and for an explana- 
tion of the Bildcost Plan. A coupon, for your 
convenience in ordering Lists of Mate- 
rials, etc., will be found on the last page. 
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The basement, with an outside entrance 
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Of Distinctive Merit suns... 


A close-up of the attractive “face”... white-painted brick, green shutters, little dormer windows, casually rambling roofs 


Ar THE first glance at this Bildcost Gardened Home, 
we believe you’ll notice that it caters to varying moods. 

As you’ve guessed perhaps, all the major rooms—the 
living-room, library, and dining-room downstairs, and all 
the bedrooms upstairs—look out on the garden. 

The two-story gardened porch is the theme of this 
design, and is, on the ground floor, an ample veranda with 
French doors opening into the living-room and sheltering 
the curved bay window of the library. The upper porch, 
level with the second floor, has the advantage of being 
either open or shaded at the roof. 

The exterior walls of the home are of common brick, laid 
4 inches thick and veneered to a framework of wood stud- 
ding. Diagonal sheathing covers the studs, and in turn is 
covered with a heavy, pliable building paper before the 
brickwork is commenced. Beneath the brickwork the ex- 
terior walls have been completely protected, as has the space 
between the rafters over the exposed ceilings. In this way 
we’ve literally inclosed this house in a complete blanket 
which will continue to give living comfort and reduce your 
fuel bills by a third or more for all the years to come. 

The exterior brick walls are painted with cement-base 
paint. The same general effect could have been obtained with 
any one of a number of ready-mixed masonry paints, all 
of which have a tendency to seal the pores of the brick and 


The rear side is a delightful background for the spacious garden 


How much will it cost you to build this house in your own 
community? See explanation of the Bildcost Plan for method of 


estimating it and instructions on use of List of Materials. A cou- mortar joints and so prolong the life of the walls. To com- 
pon, for your conyenience in ordering Lists of Materials and com- plete the idea of a white house, all the exterior woodwork, 
plete working drawings, will be found on the last page of this book with one exception, has been painted white. The exception 


is the two pair of shutters on the second story of the street 
side, where we thought a touch of midnight green would 
give a note of richness and sufficient contrast to the house. 
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Verna Cook Salomonsky 


SECOND FLOOR 


Left to right—Delphini- » 
um Bedroom: 15 feet by 
16 feet; Rose Bedroom: 
11 feet by 11 feet; Lily 
Bedroom: 14 feet by 12 
feet 7 inches; Boys’ Bed- 
room: 17 feet by 12 feet 


FIRST FLOOR 


Left to right—Living-Room: 15 feet by 23 % 
feet; Library: 11 feet by 9 feet 8 inches; 
Dining-Room: 14 feet by 14 feet; Kitchen: 
9 feet 8 inches by 12 feet; Breakfastry: 10 
feet by 6 feet; Garage: 17 feet by 20 feet 


BASEMENT 


Left to right—Game Room: 16 feet by 22 feet » 
6 inches; Heater Room: 11 feet by 9 feet 3 
inches; Laundry Room: 13 feet 6 inches by 13 
feet 6 inches; Storage Room: 9 feet by 15 feet 


y Bildeost Gardened-Home Plan No. 604 
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A Little Big Home 


This roomy little gardened home has just about everything 


A judicious variety of painted shingles or clapboards combined with stone removes any chance 
for monotony of line or texture and helps to create an atmosphere of sturdiness and stability 


Te outstanding characteristics set this 
house apart from the average—its small 
overall size, making it economical to build 
and to maintain, and its unexpectedly com- 
plete and generous living facilities. 

Of almost doll-like proportions, it never- 
theless approximates in plan and in number 
and size of rooms those houses generally 
beyond the average purse. As you can see, 
it has within its small area six major rooms, 
two bathrooms, a lower and an upper hall, 
and an adequate and well-lighted storage 
space. It isn’t a tricky house; there are 
no double-purpose rooms; it doesn’t de- 
mand any especially designed furniture to 
make it livable; and it doesn’t require that 
its occupants change their mode of living. 

It has all the rooms that custom and social 
usage, as well as downright necessity, dic- 
tate; but it’s held to its economical and de- 


Bildeost Gardened-Home Plan No. 605 


Designed by Architect Elliott Lea 


lightful size because each room is planned 
for function rather than for mere space. 


In ITS PLAN, as‘well as in the design of 
its exterior and interior appointments, the 
house speaks of comfort, ease, and dignity. 
It’s adaptable to a wide lot or a narrow one, 
merely by turning it one way or the other. 
And its cost may readily be controlled and 
brought within any average budget merely 
by limiting or extending its appointments 
and the quality of its material. 

The style of the exterior might, for want 
of a better term, be called Early American; 
it does, in its details, claim some kinship 
with that period. But, really, in design this 
house stands on its own feet. It’s a sincere 
and frank expression of its purpose, which 
is to attain a home of fine comfort and dis- 
tinction for an extremely moderate price. 
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It’s triple-insulated with asbes- 
tos shingles outside, bats of 
rock-wool between the studs, 
and steel-wire reinforced plaster 
walls almost eliminating cracks 


eA P KOOL 2a 


(Qe soinc features of this home 
are the wall and roof materials, and the 
construction. It’s triple-insulated. But it’s 
of frame construction in a manner familiar 
to every carpenter in the country, and the 
materials can be had anywhere in these 
house-conscious United States. 

On the outside of the studs there’s sheath- 
ing and then building paper in the usual 
manner. But on the very outside is an as- 
bestos shingle, which should be welcome 
news to everyone building a new home 
or renovating the outside of an old one. 
It’s fireproof, and this type was the first 
to simulate the variation of the texture 
of real wood. It’s available in an asbestos 
wood-textured shingle in a light gray or 
off-white, and in other colors as well. 


INSULATION between the studs will keep 
the temperature on the outside and that on 
the inside from getting friendly with each 
other at any time of the year. 

The interior walls are plastered on a new 
steel-wire reinforced mesh which is im- 


bedded in the plaster and greatly reduces, 
if not eliminates, the possibility of cracks. 
Furthermore, the steel-wire mesh construc- 
tion strengthens the plaster slab, eliminates 
lath marks, and minimizes the fire hazard 
in walls and ceilings. 

Termites will be unable to force an entry 
or to devour the wall material. 


Tuts triple-insulated home follows the 
most popular floor plan in America, with 
stairs in the center, living-room at one side, 
and dining-room and kitchen on the other. 
There’s a breakfast room to the rear of the 
stairs boasting not merely a window, but 
a curved bay. Conveniently near the kitchen 
is the maid’s room, or a study if you prefer, 
and a bathroom. Plumbing is adjacent to 
that of the kitchen. 

Enlivening features are the two porches, 
a small one off the dining-room well adapted 
to outdoor informal meals, and another 
outside the living-room door. 

Upstairs are two large bedrooms, a small- 
er one, and two bathrooms, all conveniently 
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A rounded bay window 
brightening the breakfast room 
below and three half-dormers 
above add a great deal of in- 
terest to the rear of this home 


arranged for comfortable living. Doors and 
windows are thoughtfully located to insure 
variety in room arrangement. 


EXAMINE the construction and specifica- 
tions of this home at any time you have in 
mind building or even remodeling. Regard- 
less of initial cost, this triple-insulated home 
will save you many dollars “in peace of 
mind, in protection, and in insurance rates 
and repair bills. And with all its practica- 
bility of construction and convenience of 
arrangement, it’s a home of proud beauty. 


e How much will it cost you to build this 
house in your own community? See intro- 
ductory pages for information about the 
method of estimating, and an explanation of 
the Bildcost Plan. Bildcost Plans give you 
exactly what you would expect to have on 
reading the descriptions of the homes, at a 
cost that can be accurately determined by 
your contractor, building-material dealer, 
or architect. Acoupon, for your convenience 
in ordering, appears on the last page. 
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Bildeost Gardened-Home Plan No. 606 


With its low picket fence and the attractive plantings of shrubs, the exterior of this Bildecost Gardened Home pre- 
sents a cozy welcome as the interior merits, and its neat dining-room bay window enhances the beauty of the gable 


Convertible Colontal 


A home that can be adapted to family requirements 


Designed by Architect Theodore Whitehead Davis 


Ae to widely varying 


family requirements is the feature of this . 


Better Homes G Gardens Bildcost Plan for an 
informal Colonial cottage. It can be any 
size you care to make it—a complete and 
charming bungalow for the small family, 
since the second-floor bedrooms needn’t be 
finished at first. Yet in its completed state it 
has four double bedrooms. 

“Convertible Colonial” can also be a com- 
fortable home and office for the man whose 
vocation makes it desirable to conduct his 
business affairs in his own house, for the din- 
ing-room, as you'll notice, can be complete- 


Bildeost Gardened-Home Plan No. 609 


ly shut off from the living quarters and con- 
verted into shop, office, or study. 

The arrangement of the front hall does 
other things for you besides shutting off the 
dining-room. The stranger coming to your 
door doesn’t step into the bosom of your 
family—or should we say on it? There’s no 
direct view into your main room. Instead, 
your visitor steps into a hall large enough to 
contain a chair for him to sit in. You’ll be 
thankful for the ample coat closet that elimi- 
nates the need for coats to be strewn about. 
You'll also like the step-saving feature of a 
kitchen entrance to the front hall. 


The plan is so arranged that the maxi- 
mum of privacy is assured for everyone. The 
kitchen is separated from the living-room, 
and from the dining-room as well. And have 
you noticed the careful placing of the closets 
in the downstairs bedrooms? They act as 
sound-deadeners, insuring quiet for the oc- 
cupants of the rooms. 


SPEAKING of closets, have you observed 
that there are two linen closets downstairs? 
One of these closets is located in the hall 
and is very convenient for bed linen and 
blankets. The other is in the bathroom and is 
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handy for towels, soaps, cleansers, and other 
bathroom supplies. There are linen drawers 
in front wall at head of stairs as well. 


OBSERVE in the photographs that the 
general outline of the floor plan is arranged 
to fit on the typical small rectangular lot. 
There are stock materials used thruout, an 
economical feature. Suggested materials are 
wood shingles and white clapboards. This 
finish is the most fitting, as well as the least 
costly, for this architecture. 

It’s possible, however, to substitute com- 
mon brick as an exterior wall finish, since its 
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rough texture is similar in effect to the rough 
texture of shingles. If your taste is for a more 
trim wall finish, white-painted clapboards 
also could be used on this Bildcost Gardened 
Home. 


e@ How much will it cost vou to build this 
house in your own community? See intro- 
ductory pages for information about the 
method of estimating it, and for an explana- 
tion of the Bildcost Plan. A coupon, for 
your convenience in ordering List of Ma- 
terials and working drawings, appears on 
the last page. 
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The unusual treatment of the attached-garage doors and the recessed front entrance are at trac 
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A Modern Hacienda 


A gardened home in truth—to be built around your 


garden. Every room is only a step from outdoors 


(Q)iewne complete privacy to every 
member of the family for both outdoor and 
indoor living, the patio of this home not 
only creates an ideal spot for resting and 
lounging, but makes virtually every room a 
garden. Large French doors open from the 
patio into the various rooms. 

Lowness and clean-cut horizontal lines 
of the house suit it to placement on any 
50-foot lot. It’s extremely simple to land- 
scape by concentrating the planting in the 
patio, placing the house near the street to 
minimize lawn and driveway. 

Due to its rambling plan, the house would 
usually be expensive to build. This has been 
overcome by careful, intelligent planning 
and by eliminating ornament and expen- 
sive detail. The floors, placed on a concrete 
base, enable the house to be kept low and 
make expensive excavation and underpin- 
ning unnecessary. This feature insures 
against termites and dry rot, as well as the 
annoyance of sagging, squeaky floors. Elimi- 
nating the costly basement and heater space 
has been accomplished by using a new-type 
heater placed on the ground-floor level. 
A great deal of floor space, moreover, is 
saved by the elimination of the usual halls 
and corridors. 


BECAUSE wood and brick will always be 
charming and lasting, we’ve planned the 
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house to employ these materials. Notice 
that the wood is carried in long, horizontal 
lines. Spots of painted brickwork here and 
there give the walls texture and charm. 


THE rooms of the house have been treated 
simply and tastefully in plaster and paper. 
The large bedroom, opening into the patio 
and outside as well, has its own dressing 
room and bath. This room, particularly 
large and comfortable, is blessed with a 
large, roomy closet and ample wardrobe 
space. The dressing table will be found 
ideal, with its mirror flanked on either side 
by windows. Both the master bedroom and 
dressing room are to be papered. ‘The master 
bathroom, with gleaming tiled walls and 
separate shower, soiled-linen hamper, and 
clean-linen cupboard, will be found ex- 
tremely complete. Light and air from two 
sides complete its excellence. 

A square tub, especially handy when a 
shower is included, is installed in the other 
bathroom. Use of brass pipe insures against 
possible rusting and corrosion. 

The small hall has a service closet for the 
vacuum cleaner and brooms, a large linen 
closet, and a telephone niche. 

The kitchen has been made very efficient 
by the use of modern materials and equip- 
ment. A large ant-proof cooler in conjunc- 
tion with the refrigerator will be appreciated. 
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Designed by Architect Howard I. Shaw 
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Floor Plan From Left Side 


Numerous roomy cupboards with their flush 
wood doors easy to keep clean solve the 
storage problem. A long, tiled drainboard 
will please any particular homemaker. The 
kitchen location, opening directly to a dry- 
ing and service yard on one side, the laun- 
dry and entry on the other, is extremely 
advantageous. The laundry is completely 
equipped with shelf and broom space, laun- 
dry trays, washing machine, and ironing 
board. 


THE attached garage will be fully ap- 
preciated in bad weather. Such is its design 
that there is no possible danger from fire 
or automobile odors; and no matter if rain 
or snow is falling it’s pleasant to walk 
directly from the house into the garage. 

The entirely inclosed patio, with its 
privacy for rest and play, is ideal for the 
busy mother who wishes to keep her children 
off the street and to have a watchful eye on 
them. Even from the laundry she can see 
them and enjoy the garden as well. The 
patio has been further enhanced for en- 
joyment by the inclusion of an outdoor 
fireplace in its wall. Truly a gardened home. 


tive features for this courtyard house 


35 


LivinG Room Lor AL nes. sau waan ss 


Flexibility of room arrangement is the theme of this Modern Colonial house 


Modern Colonial, the exterior expresses in its trim lines the true character of this home, efficient, comfort- 
able, and built for family use for a lifetime. For exterior wall-finishing, shingles, siding, or brick is suitable 


‘lee outstanding characteristic of this 
Bildcost Gardened Home is the flexibility of 
its room arrangement, which is designed to 
provide comfort able living and work space 
for all the family in all its different stages. 
We realize how subject to change these re- 
quirements are as the children arrive, grow 
up, and go out to make their own homes; but 
we seldom definitely plan our homes so suc- 
cessfully to Ree Roane this normal 
growth and shrinkage. 

Here, in this Modern Colonial home, how- 
ever, such changes are thoughtfully and well 
provided for. As an instance, a study of the 
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floor plans (below) will show you that if and 
when required, four bedrooms are available 
thru the use of the all-purpose room in the 
first story as one of them. At a later date this 
room can serve just as well as a library, work- 
room, guest room, or hobby room. Similarly, 
the living-room is so arr anged as to provide 
ample furniture groupings for simultaneous 
use by everyone, without crowding. 

The dining-room, in relation to the kitch- 
en, is well placed to reduce to a minimum the 
work of serving the family’s meals. In the 
kitchen itself nothing has been neglected or 
overlooked in the comfort and convenience 
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Second Floor 


Rear and Side View 


possible with today’s equipment. The kitch- 
en work can proceed in the smooth-flowing 
style of a production line, from the refrigera- 
tor and preparation center near the service 
door to the range, and, last, to the serving 
center next the dining-room door. 


e@ How much will it cost you to build this 
house in your own community? See intro- 
ductory pages for information about the 
method of estimating it, and for an explana- 
tion of the Bildcost Plan. Also see coupon, 
for ordering Lists of Materials and draw- 
ings, on the last page. 


Bildeost Gardened-Home Plan No. 70:3 
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4 Low-Cost Homes 
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Several years ago we set out to do for the small- 
home builder what the Mayo Clinic does for a 
sick man—give him the work of top-notch Ameri- 
can architects at a price he can readily afford. 


Right Side, No. 1 Rear. No. i 


PERHAPS YOU ARE ONE of the thousands of young people 
in these United States, now renting, yet financially able 
to swing into home-ownership. You might own your 
own home by znvesteng little, if any, more than you are 
now spending for rent. 

Someone has estimated that you can afford to purchase a home 
at a value of from two to two and one-half times your annual in- 
come, and that means that you could own any one of the homes 
pictured on these two pages with an annual income of around $2,000. 

The cottage at the left is lowest-cost of the four—straight lines, 
simple masses, little but very effective ornamentation, all make 
for economy in construction. Horizontal lines are emphasized by 
the hipped roof and the window divisions, and they spread the 
home out on the ground. Note the recessed, sheltered entrance; the 
large windows. There is cross-ventilation thru the rooms; and all, 
you'll note, are corner rooms! Bedrooms have complete privacy, 
and there’s a snack nook in the very modern kitchen. This is all 
in outside dimensions of only 30 x 24 feet. In the basement you’ll 
find the laundry and heater rooms on one side, on the other a 
big rumpus room where you can entertain your acquaintances. 


ee 


Right Side. No. 3 Rear, No.3 


THIS TWO-STORY DESIGN is also American Colonial. It’ll 
cost a little more to build than Homes 2 and 4, and about 
a third more than No. 1. Outside dimensions are 30 feet 
by 27 feet 6 inches. 

Tho the arrangement is standard, there are distin- 
guishing features. The projecting lattice entrance porch is effec- 
tively tied to the main structure thru an extension of the house 
roof; it’s not a nailed-on afterthought. The front living-room win- 
dow is in effect a picture window with two outswinging sidelights 
for ventilation. The rear extension on the kitchen provides dining 
space in the corner without interfering with the efficiency of the 
kitchen plan. The large bed closet in the living-room gives ca- 
pacity for four regular occupants and still room for overnight guests. 

A fireplace might be added in the living-room in place of the 
chimney and linen closet. The basement can be divided into a 
laundry, furnace room, and recreation room. At small cost the 
second-floor room can be made into a nursery, sewing room, or 
boy’s stateroom. The lavatory serving the second floor can be con- 
verted into a full bathroom. All of these additions can be made 
without any structural changes in the original construction. 


We offered such minimum-cost homes at the 
usual Bildcost Plan fee of $5 each for the first 
set of plans. . . . Here, to further meet this 
need, are 4 low-cost homes by Tacoma’s Silas E. 
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Rear, No. 2 


Right Side, No. 2 


HERE’S THE DESIGN FOR the young couple who expects 
its family to grow a little in the next 10 years. Cut a 
door thru the linen closet and the future bedroom fits 
naturally to the rear, close to the bathroom. 

There’s a corner fireplace in the living-room consid- 
erably larger than that of home number 1; a vestibule and coat 
closet; and a dining alcove with a large bay window. The alcove 
is just a step from the U-type kitchen. The stairway to the base- 
ment can be reversed to make a way into the attic for an additional 
room or for storage space. 

All American Colonial are the brick front, shutters, small- 
paned windows, and roof lines, while we have the refinements of 
the bay window, high, plastered entrance doorway, and moulded 
cornice. Paint the walls, brick, and wood an oyster white and the 
roof a light tan or green; set the house among trees and shrubbery 
a little back from the street—and you'll then have real livability 
within outside dimensions of 30 feet 6 inches by 29 feet. Oh, yes, 
plans for all of these houses include detailed blueprints for garages 
that have been especially designed to complement the homes. 
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Right Side, No. 4 


Rear. No. 4 


THIS HOUSE IS QUITE similar in appearance to No. 1. It’s 
very Modern: almost every line is structural as well as 
ornamental, and there’s little extra detail. Constructed 
in wood, it’s neither narrow nor box-like. 

The floor plan is a reverse of No. 2 but does not in- 
clude the bay window; that is, the front door, dining alcove, and 
kitchen are on the left hand instead of the right, and the living- 
room and bedroom are on the right instead of the left. Any home 
plan can be reversed in this manner if it’ll fit the lot better. 

Note that in this arrangement, as in the others, all bedrooms are 
well separated from the living areas, yet are handy to the bathroom 
and linen closets, and so studied that furniture can be placed two 
ways. Not often in such small homes do you find a 21-foot-long liv- 
ing-room such as provided in Bildcost Homes 901B, C, and D. 


e@ How much will it cost to build these homes in your community? 
See introductory pages for information on the method of estimating 
it and for an explanation of the Bildcost Plan. Coupon for order- 
ing List of Materials and plans will be found on last page. 
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Nelsen, who is nationally noted for packing use- 
ful room and sparkling detail into minimum 
cost. These 4 small-home plans meet FHA stand- 
ards (as do all Bildcost Gardened-Home Plans). 
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Boasts All Virtues 


Undoubtedly the home whieh fits the needs and desires of the largest number of fam- 


ilies in the United States is the five-room, one-floor-plan house at moderate cost. 


Hrere’s that kind of home. It’s small but it has none of the ordinary small-home faults 
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The plans for this home include work- 
ing drawings for a 2-car detached ga- 
rage in harmony with the house 


Designed by Architect Elliott Lea 


| Bre the home which fits 
the needs and desires of the largest number 
of families in the United States is the five- 
room, one-floor-plan house that will cost 
about $5,000 to build. 

Such a house, if given architectural dis- 
tinction, soundly built on a well-located lot, 
and provided with a logical manner of 
expansion, becomes practically ideal in that 
it will possess all the virtues that a home 
should have. It will be comfortable, com- 
modious in its accommodations for a family 
of average size, satisfying in its beauty, easy 
and economical to maintain; and, because 
of its wide appeal and suitability to a large 
number of families, you will find it a sound 
and readily salable investment. 


Right side; rear. The plan revolves about a center hall giving direct access to all parts of the house 


Bildeost Gardened-Home Plan No. 705 


This modified Cape Cod cottage is comfortable, commodious, satisfying in its beauty, very easy and economical to maintain 


Left Side and Front View 


This Better Homes G Gardens Bildcost 
Gardened Home is a house of that type. In 
its exterior are the lines of the well-known 
and admired Cape Cod cottage, but it 
diverges from this type in its use of brick for 
the outside walls. Of course, it might just as 
well be built with shingled or clapboard 
sides and thereby be true to the type. 
However, brick is a very popular material, 
and fits very attractively into this design. 

Common brick, then, preferably of the 
sand-mould type; a shingled roof stained 
green or brown; green shutters; and snow- 
white window frames, exterior doors, cor- 
nice, porch posts, dormers, and gable ends 
is the color scheme. 


To GET the full effect of the long, low 
lines of this home, it would be best to place 
it on a wide, interior lot. But it can be 
readily adapted to a corner lot as well. Or, 
if only a narrow, interior lot is available, 
the house is readily adaptable to it also, 
merely by turning the dining-room and 
porch end of the house to the street—for 
notice that this side is quite attractive, and 
affords a direct entrance to the living-room. 

The plans for this home also include, at 
no extra cost, working drawings for a 2-car 
detached garage in harmony with the 
architecture of the home itself. 

The floor plan revolves around the ex- 
tremely desirable feature of a central hall 
which gives direct access to all parts of the 
house—and serves to separate and insulate 


the sleeping portion of the house from the 
living part. 

A common fault of the average small 
home is that there is too intimate a connec- 
tion of the parts devoted to different, and 
often conflicting, uses. Note that the hall 
permits direct communication between all 
rooms, and that it’s possible to go from one 
room to any other without passing thru a 
third, with the exception of the dining-room. 
In this hall, too, are two linen closets, one 
between the two bedrooms and _ serving 
them, and that next to the bathroom pro- 
vides a handy storage place for towels and 
other bathroom supplies. Or, if desirable, 
you could transform this closet to a shower 
stall for the bathroom. Each of the bedrooms 
has a closet of ample size, and in the kitchen 
we find a broom-and-sweeper closet. 

This Bildcost Gardened Home is a com- 
plete, four-bedroom house with commodious 
facilities for entertaining as well as everyday 
living, but the second floor may be left 
unfinished and the recreation room in the 
basement may be omitted if economy of 
the present so dictates. There will still 
remain, for the average family, an adequate 
and well-appointed home. 


e@ How much will it cost to build this house 
in your own community? See explanation 
which appears on the Bildcost introductory 
pages. Coupon for your convenience in 
ordering working drawings will be found 
on the last page. 


Bildeost Gardened-Home Plan No. 705 
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The house 


Yesterday s Charm 


Today’s Convenience 


Designed by Architect Silas E. Nelsen 


Ate house and garage ensemble could 
be made home to any American family any- 
where because of its design, its arrangement, 
its conveniences, and its completeness. 
Place it in almost any setting—out in the 
field or in a wooded spot—and it will im- 
mediately nestle into its location and at- 
tract attention—first, because of its inter- 
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esting mass, and then, because of its simple, 
interesting details found in the dormers, 
wrought-iron rails, windows, and shutters. 

The exterior is designed in a Modern 
Colonial manner, with the lower portions 
of the house having siding of clapboard or 
shakes. The eaves are low to the ground. 
The dormers, as you can see, are just inci- 
dents in the roof, thus maintaining the 
broad roof lines, a necessary part of the 
charm of the Early American cottage. 

The living qualities of this home are 
noticeable from the first entrance into the 
front hall, for here you’ll find a closet for 
coats and umbrellas, an interesting Colonial 
stairway to the second floor, and a large 
cased arch opening to the living-room. 

The living-room, you’ll see, is exposed on 
three sides, with windows so arranged that 
they’re pleasing on the exterior, yet inside 
permit an interesting arrangement of the 
furniture. The fireplace wall has been car- 
ried out in the Early Colonial manner, with 
vertical knotty-pine planks of random 
width. The same material encases the fire- 
place, which was the heart of any early home. 


The garden side with its bay window is charming 


and garage connected by the porch arcade form a pleasant group of interesting shape 


The dinette shown is ample for the aver- 
age small family and is especially pictur- 
esque in that-it projects beyond the main 
wall of the house in an octagon fashion, 
making one end practically all windows. 
This dinette can also be used as a pantry or 
serving-room; for larger dinners, when the 
whole family comes home, must need be 
eaten in the living-room. This room is made 
more interesting and complete by the two 
little china cupboards on each side of the 
kitchen door, with their open shelves and 
scalloped edges giving the room real charm. 


In THE kitchen a long, narrow workroom 
has been combined with efficiently laid out 
cupboards and cabinets, enough to delight 
any homemaker. There are drawers, cutting 
boards, metal-lined drawers in compart- 
ments, coolers, and ample space for storing 
kitchen equipment and dishes. On the 
range wall is a large closet for brooms and 
mops, with cupboards next, built to the 
level of the range, making a handy arrange- 
ment for preparing food; and just next to 
the range, a place for the refrigerator. Such 
an arrangement makes a most satisfactory 
combination, according to modern kitchen- 
planning experts. 

The small rear hall is a worthwhile con- 
venience in that it opens from the dinette 
and the front hall to the basement, to the 
first floor, and the first-floor bedroom. Study 
the plan and you'll see that the first-floor 
bedroom is completely isolated from the 
rest of the house, and yet convenient to any 
other room. 

In connection with the building of any 
home, Better Homes & Gardens recommends 
that you secure the services of a recognized 
architect. Not only can he give you authori- 
tative information on the work that you in- 
tend to have done, but his supervision of the 
actual work will be worth many times the 
proportionately small fee that he will charge. 


® How much will it cost you to build this 
house in your own community? See intro- 
ductory pages for information about the 
method of estimating it, and for an expla- 
nation of the Bildcost Plan. A handy coupon, 
for your convenience in ordering Lists of 
Materials, will be found on the last page. 


Bildeost Gardened-Home Plan No. 706 
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SCI TQUUNG Pe foe on ceecetntees 


Designed by Architect Theodore Whitehead Davis 
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B ESIDES its trim beauty, this small home 
has qualities that will improve with ac- 
quaintance. It has been planned for the 
average American family of two aduits and 
two children, and will accommodate them 
with a maximum of privacy in the smallest 
space, and at low cost within the means of 
many. 

Framing is carefully planned. There are 
two steel beams which run the width of the 
house on either side of the stair well, per- 
mitting the floor joists to be run across them, 
all in the one direction, both upstairs and 
down. Aside from the original low-cost 
carpentering, this permits an inexpensive 
and efficient plumbing and heating instal- 
lation by eliminating the cutting and weak- 
ening of joists. 

The roof line has been kept simple, not 
only for beauty but to make costly flashing 
of valleys unnecessary. There’s hardly a 
break in the four walls, either, and tho the 
large casement window in the front wall is 
set out a trifle to give a bay-window effect, 
it doesn’t exceed the overhang of the second 
story which therefore protects it. 


For the exterior walls, we suggest narrow 
shingles for the first floor and wide ones for 
the overhanging second floor. Or you might 
prefer clapboards or brick veneer below. 
Vestibule walls match those of the first floor, 
and are topped with a wood facia above 
the height of the first story. Its floor is tiled 
and there is a coat closet to the right. 
First-floor lavatory location is sure to be 
appreciated by the homemaker. It’s readily 
accessible from living-room or basement 
game room, and convenient for freshening 
up before entering the living-room and for 


cleaning up the children when they come 
in from play. 

There’s real luxury in the second-floor 
owner’s bedroom. Bath with shower has 
only one entrance—from the bedroom. All 
bedrooms have cross-ventilation, with room 
for a double bed in the smallest, or twin 
beds in the second front room. The linen 
closet is conveniently located. 


THE living-room is designed for comfort, 
with wall bookcases and a fireplace set 
against the soft color of natural pine siding, 
lightly waxed. Simple balusters make a 
grilled opening, chest-high, to light the first 
few steps of the stairway. Leaded glass case- 
ments light the dining-room and ornament 
the front of the house. Their slight out-set 
provides a wide window sill for plants, and 
there is a chair rail above paneled wainscot- 
ing about the wall. 

The over-all length of the house, includ- 
ing the garage, is 42 feet. If a detached 
garage is built, the house will sit comfort- 
ably on a 50-foot lot. 

In connection with the building or remod- 
eling of any home, Better Homes G Gardens 
recommends that you employ a recognized 
architect. Not only can he give you authori- 
tative advice about the work that you plan 
to have done, but his supervision of the 
actual work will be worth many times his 
proportionately small fee. 


@ How much will it cost you to build this 
house in your own community? See intro- 
ductory pages for information about method 
of estimating it, and for an explanation of 
the Bildcost Plan. A coupon for ordering 
Lists of Materials will be found on last page. 


Trim beauty is ob- 
vious, but there 
are qualities about 
this small home 
that make famili- 
arity breed delight; 
the longer you live 
in it, the better you 
like it, we’re sure 
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For an 


p and Coming 


Family 


Designed by Architect James Schindler 


| Beeateer a home today requires care- 
ful and exact thinking as the demands of the 
home of an alert and active family are wid- 
ening and increasing all the time, and each 
of the rooms must be put to the maximum 
of use while friction between the individuals 
and groups is avoided. 

The relationship of the rooms in this plan 
provides for entertainment and study so that 
the regular routine of the family life can be 
followed at any time. The members’ modes 
of living, the service problem of such a 
family, and the way they would circulate in 
the home were thought of in the abstract 
first, as if the boundaries of each room and 
its relation to the others were individual. 
Then the shell of the house inclosing these 
units of space was designed. Regency was 
selected as the best design because it has the 


Bildcost Gardened-Home Plan No. 709 


Model by Stanton B. Coffin, Photograph by St 


Flexibility in use is the keynote of this home, planned for a family of today 


atmosphere of adequacy without an appear- 
ance of waste and undue extravagance. 

The exterior is of cement plaster or brick. 
The windows are out-swinging wood case- 
ments. An unusual feature of the plan is the 
stairway location back of the main hall for 
privacy and to avoid disturbing those in 
the living rooms. Complete privacy can 
be enjoyed in the inclosed porch. A dumb- 
waiter is located where it can serve the base- 
ment, the breakfast nook, the sun porch, or 
the recreation room. Younger members of 
the family can entertain on the sun porch, 
and father can have his friends for cards in 
the recreation room, while mother enjoys 
her guests in the living-room. Other guests 
might be entertained at the same time in 
the seclusion of the study. 


Third Floor 


Left rear view. This home 
was visualized for the av- 
erage American family 
coming up in the world. 
Sun porch and sun deck 
are at the rear where com- 
plete privacy is enjoyed 
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Why Build for Only Now? 


Designed by Architect Theodore Whitehead Davis 


There are two second-floor plans for this 


home to give you a choice of two or three 


bedrooms with convenient closets, and 


cl 
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one or two bathrooms as may be required 


Hie we believe, is a lifetime house, a 
house that will be as comfortable for a fami- 
ly of five as for two, as charming in 50 years 
as it is today. Already its design has with- 
stood the test of time. You can trace it di- 
rectly to early New England days, and to 
those forthright God-fearing colonists. Yet 
houses with its 200-year-old simplicity are 
cherished today while 50-year-old structures 
stand vacant. And tomorrow, when many of 
our present-day homes will seem as out- 
dated as their Victorian predecessors, houses 
like this will still be cherished, for the beauty 
of simplicity endures. 

Wisely, this house has lifetime construc- 
tion as well as design. The central unit is 
simple in outline. There are no expensive 
roof valleys and no breaks in the four walls. 
The interior living-room wall rests on a cen- 
tral steel girder and forms a solid bearing 
partition up thru the house. Its area is un- 
broken except for one door and the high 
grille of turned wooden balusters that per- 
mits light to the stairway. The stairs, acces- 
sible from all first-floor rooms, are set to one 
side of the steel girder and are doubled 
back; hence a minimum number of joists 
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Second Floor 


are cut. Both factors make for low costs and 
strength. 

Wisely, too, the central unit can be built 
without appendages until your pocketbook 
can stand them. You can do without the 
porch and vestibule. Of course, if there is a 
vestibule, the living-room fireplace and walls 
of books will commend themselves more 
surely to your guests. 


In THE basement, which is excavated only 
under the original unit, we have one room as 
large as the dimensions of the house, by 
virtue of the steel girder support. This room 
can be subdivided to heater, laundry, and 
recreation rooms if desired. Of course, as a 
matter of economy in original construction, 
you may dispense with this partitioning of 
the basement until some later time. 

The garage with the bedroom over it can 
be added by simply blocking up one dining- 
room window and converting the bedroom 
window into a closet door. This is provided 
for by the numerous windows at the rear 
in both these rooms. The second garage ad- 
dition is a minor job. Note that when the 
addition is made, you sacrifice none of the 
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closets, none of the comfort of your main 
unit. Any simple wood finish is suitable for 
the outside walls. Shingles and brightly 
painted shutters will age well. Clapboards 
or a combination of clapboards and shin- 
gles is also good. And when you’ve finished, 
you’ve a home whose traditional simplicity 
is growing more popular year by year. See 
Bildcost explanation on introductory pages. 


Bildeost Gardened-Home Plan No. 302 


This Bildcost Gardened Home is really small, really low-cost, but so flexible it’?Il house six 


The Two-Faced Home 


Designed by Architect Verna Cook Salomonsky 


Aes Bildcost Gardened Home is de- 
signed for the people who want to own 
their homes but haven’t much money to 
spend. It’s small, yet will house as many as 
six without confusion. It may have either 
two or three bedrooms, and if necessary, 
will snuggle down on a 40-foot lot. Amaz- 
ingly compact, it has plenty of closet space, 
an abundance of air and sunshine in every 
room, ample wall space for furniture place- 
ment, a well-organized kitchen, bay win- 
dows to bask in, and generously propor- 
tioned rooms. 

The plan is carried out so that either the 
porch or bay-window elevation can face 
the street. For the former, with a driveway, 
you'll need a 55-foot lot; for the latter, 
without a driveway, not more than 40 feet. 
The house itself is only 33 feet wide the 
narrow way. 

If you need only two bedrooms, the house 
then boasts a separate dining-room, with 
direct access from the living-room or 
kitchen. When overnight guests drop in, 
two closet doors in the dining-room open 
to lower twin beds. If three bedrooms are 
needed, the dining-room is eliminated in 
favor of the third. Meals are then served in 
the dining alcove. 


THE excavated portion of the basement is 
divided into two generous rooms, one for 
heating plant and laundry, the other for 
storage or a game room. 

On the exterior, side-wall shingles, shut- 
ters, and trim are white, with a natural 
weathered-gray shingle roof. The tomato- 


Bildeost Gardened-Home Plan No. 806 


red entrance door adds a striking color note. 
Window sash are a subtle dark gray. 

Inside you will find nicety of scaie. Detail 
of the trim, mantel, stairway, and bay win- 
dows is delicate; and because of this ‘‘reduc- 
tion of scale,’’ rooms seem larger. 

You'll find this an honest house with no 
sham or tricks. In its directness and modesty 
lies its charm. 


® How much will it cost to build this home 
in your community? See the introductory 
Bildcost pages for information about the 
method of estimating it, and for an explana- 
tion of the Bildcost Plan. Coupon for con- 
venience in ordering Lists of Materials and 
working drawings appears on the last page. 
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This house is designed so that either 
the porch side (at top of page) or the 
bay-window end (at left) can face the 
street. If you choose the latter, house 
will snuggle down on a 40-foot city lot 
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In this conyenient arrangement, house, garage, and tool shed all form one correlated unit as if under a single roof 


Cape Cod for Three or Four 


Designed by Architect Royal Barry Willis 


A GLIMPSE of a white doorway—bitter- 
sweet in the garden—white clapboards in 
the sun—beach-plum jelly in the windows— 
and over all the salty tang of the sea! Such 
is Cape Cod—that long, crooked arm of 
sand stretching from the canal on one end 
to the Provincetown art colonies on the other. 

Lining the quiet, shady streets of the vil- 
lages are many houses as unpretentious as 
they are livable. Simple, serene, and hon- 
estly built, they’re as compact as a ship’s 
cabin, but many times more comfortable. 
Critics may poke fun at rambler roses, picket 
fences, and elms, but such things are Cape 
Cod. The charm of the houses seems to lie 
in their almost perfect scale. Even a casual 
glance will show their adequacy for human 
needs. Windows are generally snugly fitted 
under the eaves, chimneys are fat and high. 

This little house is in the best Cape Cod 
manner, even to its latticed entrance—per- 
haps an addition of the mid-McKinley pe- 
riod, but quite in keeping as to size and 
scale. The roof has the true low pitch of a 
Cape Cod house, and the chimney is in the 
four-square brick-pot style typical of the 
South Shore and Cape houses. The dining- 


alcove bay window probably never was 
found in a really old house, but there are 
many of them in the Cape today, filled with 
amber and ruby-red glass. Note the typical 
small windows in the gable ends. 


THE living-room is finished in honey-col- 
ored pine sheathing, and the dining alcove 
has a dado of pine and hand-blocked wall- 
paper above. Bedrooms are well separated 
from the living quarters, and the bathroom 
is easily accessible from the second-floor 
bedroom. The bedrooms are papered with 
Colonial papers and the floors over the 
house are painted and spattered. 

There’s a partial basement, but an alter- 
nate plan eliminates it entirely. In this 
house, when no basement is used, the kitch- 
en is rearranged and a heater room in- 
stalled off it. Laundry equipment goes where 
the basement stairs are now. 


@ How much will it cost to build this house 
in your community? See introductory pages 
for explanation of Bildcost Plan, and con- 
venient coupon for ordering Lists of Ma- 
terials and working drawings on last page. 
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Bildeost Gardened-Home Plan No. 807 


Illustration by K. L. Haynes 


One for Your 
Money 


Designed by Architect James A. Brunet > 


Hae the home for the young man 
with a growing family—who’s no plutocrat. 
It’s small, but designed for big-living ca- 
pacity. 

The exterior is simple for sake of econo- 
my, and the entrance is designed to give 
the extra service of an added window, with 
glass panes to allow sunlight into the vesti- 
bule. Shingles on the side add an attractive 
texture, windows are larger than usual, and 
the attached garage enhances the ap- 
parent size of the house. They’re tied to- 
gether with the chimney centering in the 
garage roof. 

There’s table space in the kitchen, while 
the large bay in the end of the living-room 
accommodates a drop-leaf table for special 
occasions. In the downstairs bedroom there 
are two closets. The large vestibule closet 
provides storage for ‘“‘active’’ equipment of 
tennis and golf, as well as hats and coats. A 
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Bildcost Plan No. 808 provides 
living quarters for four or five 


full basement provides generous laundry 
space, even for drying clothes. There may 
seem to be too much closet space, but that’s 
the secret of being able to accommodate a 
family in comfort and convenience. 


e How much will it cost to build this home 
in your community? See introductory pages 
for information on how to estimate it and an 
explanation of the Bildcost Plan. Coupon 
for convenience in ordering Lists of Ma- 
terials and working drawings will be found 
on the last page. 
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Modern Rides Out of the West 


Designed by Architect Richard J. Neutra 


Ancaie: Richard J. Neutra was 
asked to design the first Modern house of 
our Bildcost service because his style isn’t 
“arty,” isn’t striving for shocking depar- 
tures, but rather is a result of using the new 
materials of construction in designing a 
house in which to dive. 

All traditional designs have a basis in 
functionalism. Elizabethan England and 
Norman France have heavy timbers since 
they were available for the chopping, and it 
was easier to use these timbers, filling in the 
spaces between with stone and plaster, than 
to saw the oak into boards. Mediterranean 
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homes were of masonry or stucco because 
wood was entirely too expensive there. The 
stucco eroded with the rains, so wide eaves 
prevented this erosion and at the same time 
protected from the hot sun. 

Architect Neutra’s design is thoroly func- 
tional. Overhanging roof and deck areas 
protect the interior from sun glare. Room 
lights are flush with ceilings. Flower boxes, 
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roof decks, ironing board—all are built into 
the design. Glass walls bring the garden 
right into the house, and from any room 
“out-of-doors”’ is just thru a single door. 
The downstairs bedroom opens into its own 
garden, and living quarters open into a 
lawn patio. ‘ 

Dining- and living-rooms, tho separated 
by draperies, can be thrown into one room 
for expansive entertaining. There is a down- 
stairs lavatory which can be converted to 
a full-size bathroom. 


e How much will it cost to build this home 
in your own community? See introductory 
pages for explanation of estimating costs and 
Bildcost Plan. Handy coupon on last page. 
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No Waste Space 


Architects Louis Skidmore and Nathaniel A. Owings 


Oran the floor plans of this home to see that every bit 
of space has been developed to the maximum extent and use. 
The unusually large living-room has a great amount of 
unbroken wall space. A large, well-lighted kitchen provides 
room for quick meals and there is plenty of equipment and 
food storage space. The utility room provides better light 
for the laundry than a basement would, and there are no 
steps to climb. The heating plant is clean and compact, has 
a blower system, includes air-conditioning, and doesn’t re- 
quire a basement. Bedrooms have wall space sufficient for 
twin or double beds, and for dressing tables as well. 
Ponderosa White Pine is used on the first-floor exterior. 
Simplicity of the small V-joint is a pleasing contrast to the 
rich shadows of the beveled siding on the second floor, and 
the horizontal lines of the battens reduce the apparent height. 
Foundation is of concrete, with the subfloor an integral part. 
It has membrane waterproofing, and over it a standard wood 
floor may be used. Exterior walls and roof are insulated. The 
bathroom, kitchen, and utility rooms have been grouped so 
that they will require only a minimum amount of piping. 
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Big-Lookin¢é—Small Cost 


Designed by Architects Skidmore and Owings 


JAN WITH the home above, this house, designed by Archi- 
tects Louis Skidmore and Nathaniel A. Owings, has no base- 
ment. Modern heating and winter air-conditioning facilities 
are compact, so the heater in this home is readily and con- 
veniently placed on the first floor. 

The dining-room is big, and the large living-room is ar- 
ranged around the fireplace as a central feature. There is space 
for a breakfast table, lots of cabinets, and a built-in sink with 
work tables on each side in the kitchen. On'the second floor 
are a big owners’ bedroom with abundant closet space; linen 
closets; a built-in tub and shower in the bath; and two more 
bedrooms with closets. Windows provide cross-ventilation 
for each room, and natural light for the stairs. Wall spaces in 
the bedrooms permit twin beds in the largest and single or 
double beds in the smaller. . 

Exterior material is probably the least expensive stock-type 
of siding available, front and rear being narrow, Colonial 
bevel siding, which combines with broad plain surfaces of 
windows and door frames to give a rich contrast in light and 
shade. Corner quoins of V-joint wide boards, tongued and 
grooved, provide a definite feeling of solidity, ‘and concealed 
gutters add dignity. The front door might be a Venetian red 
or an Italian blue, and shutters above might be made to match. 
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Concrete Lxample of a Dream House 


As concrete in convenience as in material. it nestles nicely on a 50-toot 


fot; has a roominess that belies its pocket-size appearance and cost 


Peas there’s one home-builder in a 
thousand who doesn’t want modern step- 
saving convenience and intimate comfort 
built into every room and passageway. 
This house isn’t for that person. This 
house is for the other 999 homemakers and 
their husbands—who must have a lot for 
their money, who refuse to walk ten feet 
when five would do, and who insist that 
beauty and utility get together on intimate 
terms. We believe this little home of con- 
crete will fit the picture in their dream books. 
If you’re one among them—listen! You’ve 
asked for a house where stock materials were 
used in every feasible spot—to save money 
while insuring both good looks and prac- 
ticability. This house employs them! 
You’ve asked, for instance, for a maxi- 
mum of light and ventilation and for com- 
pact yet attractive features. This house em- 
ploys them! You’ve asked for inexpensive 
but durable construction with a low main- 
tenance cost. This house, built of fireproof, 
long-lived concrete, has it! You’ve asked for 
an attractive exterior with individuality, yet 
without faddishness. This house has it! 


Bildeost Gardened-Home Plan No. S10 


Model by Stanton B. Coffin; Photograph by Stanley 


Almost too good to be true is this petite package of comfort and beauty 


Designed by Architect Robert M. Ayres 


Glance again at the floor plans, and par- 
ticularly notice the design of the kitchen 
and the adjoining dining alcove. 

The latter is served directly from the 
kitchen, yet is not a part of it. It’s a part of 
the living-room itself, so that its space adds 
greatly both to the appearance and size of 
the living-room. 


Tuts Bildcost Home boasts a bathroom 
within arm’s reach of both bedrooms, yet 
that’s almost directly accessible from the 
living-room, and so cleverly placed on the 
route from kitchen to front door that the 
stopover for curl-straightening when the 
doorbell rings requires hardly more than a 
change of pace. 

Exterior walls are built of hollow con- 
crete blocks, a type of construction that has 
proved its worth for a number of years in 
buildings of larger size and is fast becoming 
popular in home-building. The floor con- 
struction likewise is of precast concrete joists 
with a light concrete ‘slab, all of which is 
insurance against dampness, insects, and 
deterioration of all kinds. It’s your house. 
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Tailored for 
Garden 


Designed by Architect H. Roy Kelley 


Wisen some years ago the phenomenal 
development of the Southwest began, the 
historic Spanish architecture of the country 
started to dominate the building field; 
homes, as well as other types of structures, 
were invariably designed in close adherence 
to the details of the style that was introduced 
by the Spanish conquerors of several cen- 
turies ago. 

It was years before the builders began to 
realize that the background of one civiliza- 
tion never fits the needs and tastes of a later 
one. But gradually it became apparent that 
most of the important features of the Span- 
ish style, well suited to its time and people, 
were not suitable for modern Americans. 


AMONG the architects who have been 
working out a newer, more sensible, and 
satisfactory style of home design for their 
regions, H. Roy Kelley has been outstand- 
ing. His work is not only well known in the 
Southwest, but he has for several years been 
steadily winning nationwide competitions 
thru the excellence of his designs. He has 
the faculty of retaining the best in the tradi- 


tional style of his section and blending it 
skillfully with the modern, crisp lines so 
much better suited to present-day people. 

We asked Mr. Kelley to design a house 
in his particularly effective style for our 
Bildcost Gardened-Home Series, to be of the 
utmost simplicity, with a maximum number 
of bedrooms, a roomy living-room, and a 
structural scheme that would permit use of 
the most economical materials. ‘This, his 
solution, is quite worthy of his reputation. 
The plan is compact and thoughtfully ar- 
ranged to provide for great comfort and 
privacy. Working and living areas are well 
segregated; the kitchen and laundry face 
the street; and the living-room and _ bed- 
rooms are built around a terraced garden, 
with direct access from any room to the gar- 
den, a highly practical and desirable layout. 

One of the bedrooms is directly acces- 
sible from the front-entry hall, so if the size 
of the family permits, it can be used as a 
library, hobby room, or any other similar 
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t 
Arranged for a 50-foot lot, the 
projecting wings front and rear 
provide for light and air in gen- 
erous quantities to every room 


purpose. Provision is made in Mr. Kelley’s 
plan for a basement room large enough to 
accommodate a heating plant, but any por- 
tion of the rest of the basement can, of 
course, be easily built to meet the owners’ 
requirements. 

The details of the woodwork are all sim- 
plified to carry out the motif of simplicity 
which is so desirable both from a first-cost 
and an upkeep standpoint. The walls and 
roof are their own decoration, and where 
accents have been used they’re as simple as 
they are effective. The exterior walls are 
faced with cement stucco, which is brush- 
coated a warm off-white. The windows, 
doors, and exterior trim are wood painted 
white, and the shutters are painted Colonial 
green. The roof is of shingles or split shakes, 
stained a deep brown. 

e@ How much will it cost you to build this 
house in your own community? See expla- 
nation of the Bildcost Plan on the introduc- 
tory pages, and the coupon on last page. 
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Deep Dormers and Bays 


Designed by Architect Stratton 0. Hammon 


Mere’s a small Bildcost Gardened Home distinguished for 
its simple details, perfectly scaled to its size,and carefully 
designed for comfort and convenience for three or four 
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The white of the walls relieved by the weathered gray roof, the classic treat- 
ment of the doorway, the small-paned bay windows, and the round-top dor- 
mers create a picture of homey comfort, beauty, and a warm welcome 


Bildecost Gardened-Home Plan No. 702 


Second Floor 


= popularity of the Cape Cod house, 
of which this Bildcost Gardened Home is a 
worthy representative, is deservedly return- 
ing all over America. Hundreds of years of 
experience have shown that it’s by far the 
most economical and, in the small house, 
the most pleasing in appearance. Develop- 
ment of this style of architecture began along 
the eastern seacoast, from Connecticut to 
Maine, about 1620, and reached its beauti- 
ful peak just before the Revolutionary War. 

This house could be built on a plot 50 by 
75 feet. Its exterior, as you can see, is ex- 
tremely simple. The clear, clean white of 
the walls relieved by the dark, weathered 
gray of the roof, the classic treatment of the 
doorway (with its leaded-glass transom), the 
small-paned bay windows, and the round- 
top second-story dormers create the picture. 
Notice, too, the fine detail of the corner 
pilasters that make the joint between the 
white-painted brick of the front and the 
clapboard of the side. 


THE interior was no less carefully thought 
out than the exterior. All the rooms are well 
lighted and have interesting architectural 
details. Remember that restrained Colonial 
motifs and simplicity of detail give character 
to otherwise simple rooms. 

Look at the first-floor plan. It’s the well- 
liked central-hall type but in modified form. 
For economy’s sake the coat closet, fireplace, 
and part of the kitchen share the back of the 
hall with the stairway. Both the living-room 
and dining-room boast a large bay window 
which lends to each a cheerfulness and 
spaciousness that can be obtained in no 
other way. 

Placed between the dining-room and 
kitchen, the breakfast room effectively 
chokes off the noise and odors. It also serves 
the general purpose of providing a con- 
venient entry from the attached garage. 

The amount of closet and cabinet space in 
this home should please you. In addition to 
the four closets and the storage space on the 
second floor, there’s a coat closet in the en- 
try hall, a closet off the kitchen, a large cabi- 
net in the kitchen and breakfast room, and a 
bookcase in the living-room—a total of ten 
storage spaces for five rooms. The plan is 
worked out in such a way as to give the 
maximum efficiency and freedom of move- 
ment within the house, and at the same time 
the greatest privacy to all parts. 

In the basement, space is provided for 
furnace and fuel storage on the right side of 
the house toward the driveway. To the rear 
are the laundry trays and room for laundry 
work. Another lavatory is provided there. 
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While the house is delightfully homey in appearance, bay windows, curved dormers, and transom lend notes of distinction 


If we look again at the kitchen, we see 
that it should prove a delightful meal- 
preparation center as well as an efficient 
one. The refrigerator is placed in a line 
with the dining-room and breakfast room, 
conveniently available for distribution of 
foods, and to the stove as well. The sink is 
ranged right next to the ample counter 
space against the living-room wall. And 
above this counter space are roomy cup- 
boards for dishes. In addition to these cup- 
boards, there is also an attractive wall cabi- 
net in the breakfast room, convenient to 
both this room and the dining-room. 


THE walls have been thoroly insulated 
and the windows and doors weather- 
stripped to provide comfort at extreme ex- 
terior temperatures. The whole is a beauti- 
ful and complete gardened home that should 
make everyday tasks a pleasure. 

Better Homes G Gardens advises you, when 
you build this home—or any other Bildcost 
Home for that matter—to depend upon the 
supervision of a good architect. Rather than 
costing you additional money, it’s ten to one 
he’ll save you money and insure your get- 
ting, besides good design, sound and good 
construction. 


e How much will it cost you to build this 
home in your own community? See intro- 
ductory pages for information on the method 
of estimating it, and for an explanation of 
the Bildcost Plan. A coupon, for your con- 
venience in ordering List of Materials and 
working drawings, appears on the last page. 


‘ 


Here we see the louvered ventilators to the attic spaces in the gables of both house and 
garage, and the roof gracefully curving over the garage doors with decorative hinges 
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Room for Seven or More 


All house—room for a family of seven in outside dimensions of 2814 by 4014 feet 


A Bildcost Home tailored for a big 
family, a 40-foot lot, and a bedeviled 
city pocketbook! A masterpiece of 


ingenuity by Verna Cook Salomonsky 


ih Bese: a large-family, low-cost home 
with four upstairs bedrooms and a down- 
stairs study which, with an adjacent lava- 
tory, is readily convertible into a bedroom. 
And for a lot only 40 feet wide! Costs are 
reduced thru simple lines and by keeping 
the size to a story-and-a-half. Use of stock 
millwork and elimination of non-essentials 
have made possible the purchase of high- 
quality materials. And yet the home has 
character and individuality. 

Tho compact, seven individuals can be 
housed and have ample closet space, and 
there’s a commodious linen closet conven- 
ient to the four bedrooms. This is a doll’s 
house to keep clean. There are no unneces- 
sary halls, no dark corners or stair balusters 
to dust; the built-in kitchen breakfast table 
saves steps and the kitchen has direct access 
to the dining-room, living-room, and base- 
ment. The working countershelf running 
from the sink to the range provides space for 
meal preparation and makes for kitchen 
efficiency. 

For the exterior, the front wall is faced 
with widely coursed, white-painted  shin- 
gles; side and rear walls have narrow-expo- 
sure clapboards. Shutters are midnight 
green; the roof is a dark tone, whether of 
wood, slate, or composition shingles. All 
trim is white. The roof allows 6 feet 4 inches 


Bildeost Gardened-Home Plan No. 903 


headroom front and rear. Gutters and lead- 
ers are copper. 

Because of the large number of persons 
involved, interior colors should be practical. 
The knotty-pine paneling covering the pro- 
jecting chimney breast in the living-room 
and hugging the bookcase with its outline of 
naive curves strikes the keynote of the deco- 
rative scheme, providing a warmth against 
which a cool color could be charmingly 
used on the remaining walls and trim. In 
the dining-room above the wood dado 
strip, one might use a washable wallpaper 
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if it were not of too delicate a coloring. 

Two long basement rooms can be sub- 
divided as desired; possibly laundry and 
store room on one side, and playroom and 
heating room on the other. In spite of the 
commodious plan, the house looks like a 
cottage on the outside. 


@ How much will it cost to build this house 
in your community? See introductory pages 
for explanation of Bildcost Plan, and con- 
venient coupon for ordering Lists of Ma- 
terials and working drawings on last page. 


Abrim With Personality 


Designed by Architect Arthur F. Herberger, Los Angeles 
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14-0 20-0" 


First Floor 


L, YOU were to ask Architect Herberger 
how he came to design this home, he’d 
probably say it was because he went on a 
motor trip thru the Deep South, and let the 
matter drop. But that wouldn’t tell you 
the whole story. 

You’d need to know that one of the tough- 
est problems architects must lick today is 
to design low-cost homes that look like 
something. For when you cut costs, you’re 
likely to end with just four walls and a roof 
—pretty trite and cheap-looking. 

Knowing these things, you’ll realize how 
tremendously impressed Herberger was 
when he drove thru the Deep South and 
saw the simplicity and beauty of the houses 
on the old plantations. They were crude, 
but as quiet and relaxed as a pig-tailed pick- 
aninny sleeping in the sun. Herberger got 
excited. Why not cross these old quarters 
with a well-laundered Cape Cod cottage! 
The result would be a rustic New England 
cottage. It'd be inexpensive. It'd strike you 
with its personality. 


So HERE is the home. Devoid of all de- 
tail, its beauty depends entirely on low roof 
lines, pleasing mass, and a textural quality 
caused by lights and shadows on the white 
board-and-batten walls. Roof shingles laid 
irregularly soften the whole effect. Crown- 
ing accent is the huge whitewashed chim- 


Did 


ney of old brick, unevenly laid, with deeply 
raked joints. Heavy wood shutters of hewn 
boards add to its feeling of security. 

From the 14- x 20-foot living-room in this 
compact plan you step into the dining-room 
and kitchen or into the little hall that sepa- 
rates the living areas from the bedrooms and 
bath. Off this hall is a stairway to the base- 
ment which houses the heater, fuel and 
storage rooms, and a rumpus room. For 
warm climates, there’s an alternate plan by 
which the house is built without a basement 
and a small heater fitted into the laundry. 

An exposed stairway at the left end of the 
living-room takes you to a quaint attic bed- 
room with a roomy dressing closet and lava- 
tory. It’s protected from summer heat by 
insulation and made light and airy by four 
dormer windows. 


In THE living-room you are drawn to an 
Early American fireplace built with an at- 
tractive oven feature into a wall of wide 
New England paneling. The outside wall of 
the dining-room is all glass with a door that 
leads to a garden or terrace. The modern, 
compact kitchen has space for a nook. Both 
bedrooms will accommodate double or twin 
beds, and have cross-ventilation. 

Set the house down under big trees or 
give it an old-fashioned garden. You'll own 
a truly economical small home brimming 
with come-hither personality straight from 
pine forests and plantations. 


@ How much will it cost to build this home 
in your own community? See introductory 
pages for information about method of esti- 
mating it, and for explanation of the Bild- 
cost Plan. Coupon, for convenience in order- 
ing Lists of Materials and working drawings, 
appears on the last page. 


From the old plantation quarters of the hospitable Deep South comes the rustic beauty of this six-room home 


SII eA ES 5 Be 


Bildeost Gardened-Home Plan No. 904 
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NiX Rooms of Honest American 
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Second Floor 
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Basement 


Bildecost Gardened-Home Plan No. 906 


No blank Modern walls, no hot terraces or burning, flat roofs, but lots of comfortable living 


This Bildcost Home by William C. Caton apes no 


“period”? and doesn’t pretend to be “the home of 


tomorrow.” It’s simply good to look at and live in 


AG with streamlined today and living 
the contemporary life—here’s an honestly 
livable home. 

A full-size dining-room gathers the whole 
family about the table for a get-together at 
mealtimes. The screened terrace-porch is 
close to the garden where Sunday break- 
fasts or suppers can be lounged thru in com- 
fort. The full basement provides laundry, 
recreation, and heater rooms, and clean, 
convenient storage space. No new, raw, or 
nude appearance here—this old-fashioned 
home snuggles into the landscape. 

Front and service doors enter a protecting 
hall where the coat closet is within easy 
reach. Across the hall is the telephone niche. 
The downstairs lavatory, tho isolated, is 
corivenient to the living-room and_ the 
kitchen. 


THERE’S lots of kitchen-counter and cabi- 
net space along the left and dining-room 
walls. Refrigerator and service table are 
conveniently placed just inside the hall 
door, leaving breakfast-bar space. 


Dining- and living-rooms look out to a 
garden, the 20-foot living-room having a 
cozy bay window on the front, too. There are 
built-in bookshelves on each side of the deep- 
set fireplace, with its built-in wood-box. 

There’s a wide choice for exterior finish. 
First-story masonry might be brick or stone 
painted white, or natural stone. Frame walls 
above may be shingles or rough-sawn clap- 
boards of white or grayed-brown. Color may 
be added with shutters at the front door. 


INTERIOR walls may be rough-troweled 
or smooth-finished and papered. Rough 
plaster would harmonize with English or 
Early American furnishings. Woodwork 
may be painted, or knotty pine. You may 
prefer enamel, stained honey, warm gray, 
dark brown, or white. 

Single or two-car garage plans are avail- 
able. Even tho you have just one car, the 
valuable extra space of the two-car garage 
can be had for only a third additional cost. 
It would provide storage, workbench, or 
gardenwork space, or serve other purposes. 


I Usually houses of this size and cost 
have three bedrooms. But this one, 
thru its unique design, boasts four 


2 Tho seven rooms, it’s only 33 feet 
wide, fits the typical 50-foot city lot 


3 The garage, kitchen, and porch ar- 
rangement tailors it to a corner lot 


4 Exterior combination of brick and 
wood bans monotony, cuts upkeep 


| 


Its Colonial styling, already 200 
years old, will never become dated 


) Problems Solved! 


Here is quiet dignity and beauty, with spacious room for all the family 


Designed by Architect Theodore Whitehead Davis 


L, MUCH the same manner that en- 
gineers have designed new motor cars to 
provide more comfortable passenger space 
in their cars, Architect ‘Fheodore White- 
head Davis has redesigned the three-bed- 
room house to provide room for the fourth 
bedroom. 

Each bedroom has cross-ventilation and 
an adequate closet. And closets and stair- 
way are placed to deaden the sound between 
bedrooms, making them fine for study. And 
tho large enough for a family of seven or 
eight, this house can be set into a lot as 
narrow as 50 feet, with adequate space for 
a back-around drive. The side is as attrac- 
tive as the front of the house, making it 
ideally suited to a corner lot. 

Both brick and wood on the exterior make 
for variety of texture and color. Second- 
hand brick will soften the tone and add in- 
terest, without loss of strength. Its simple, 
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pleasing proportions and modified Colonial 
styling will be as good in 1990 as they are 
today, as has been proved by their sur- 
vival from the days of Shakespeare. 

Color scheme of white trim; light blue 
sash, shutters, and front door; and gray- 
green shingles for the roof will be a delight 
to the eyes. 

The rear porch provides a covered way 
from the garage either to the living-room 
or kitchen. It’s a work porch or an outdoor 
living- or dining-room. 


For economy, there is but one bathroom, 
but it’s large enough for mother to conduct 
the morning ablutions of several children at 
one time. A dressing table is under the win- 
dow. But there’s also a downstairs lavatory, 
carefully isolated. 

Guests or workers may use the basement 
stairway and rear hall without interference, 


Attractive from the side, the design is ideal for a corner lot 


First Floor 


and basement stairs are inclosed in wood 
partitions. On one side are the heater room 
and laundry; on the‘other, separated by a 
door, is a room the size of the living-room, 
with windows on two sides, suggesting a 
rumpus room. 


(THERE Ritable space anetne kitchensowith 
its ideal U-shaped working unit, for quick 
meals and the convenient depositing of 
deliveries at the back door. There are cup- 
boards above the counter shelf, modern and 
easily cleaned. There are drawers below, 
and a supply closet inside the back door. 

Other pleasing details there are aplenty: 
The big living-room fireplace, and book- 
shelves all across one end of this room. 
Handrails on each side of the stairs for 
safety and to keep walls free from finger 
marks. Coat closet in the front hall with 
space for a mirror and table opposite. Twin 
linen closet in the upper hall with blanket 
drawers below and shelves behind double 
doors above. Shoe shelves fitted below the 
small round window in the owner’s bed- 
room closet, and more shelves in this closet 
over the stairwell cut-off. 


e How much will it cost to build this home 
in your community? See introductory pages 
for information about how to estimate it, 
and for an explanation of the Bildcost Plan. 


GARAGE 


LIVING-ROOM 
13-4°x 18-0" BEDROOM 
1246* 13-4" 


BEDROOM 
8-10'x 13-4" 


Second Floor 


Bildeost Gardened-Home Plan No. 907 


Richard Averill Smith 


Beauty in Stone 


Designed by Architect Edward G. Wallace 


E NINE out of ten-communities, building 
of stone is ordinarily a rich man’s pleasure, 
so it’s a virtue, indeed, that this home is 
designed to be built of any sturdy stone you 
can dig up locally. Texture and color don’t 
matter, because the surface is roughly 
plastered over with whitewashed mortar— 
“parged.” Properly designed stonework 
gives a distinction, a feeling and appearance 
of solidity that’s peculiarly its own. 

The house was orginally designed and 
built in Darien, Connecticut, for the Robert 
E. Fatherleys. 

The front entrance is simple; has quaint 
iron railings and black carriage lanterns on 
each side of the door. There’s the deep 
dentate moulding under the eaves, 24-inch- 
wide shingles staggered to soften gable ends, 
and a black-capped, fat Colonial chimney 
rising from the roof center. 


INstpE is the very definitely Colonial 
knotty-pine wainscoting of the 27-foot-long 
living-room and the dining-room. In the 
living-room, two long windows and a 
French door open onto the porch overlook- 
ing a valley. There’s a wide, deep fireplace. 
There are two flagstone ovens in the fire- 


place, the one on the right a wood-box con- 


Bildcost Gardened-Home Plan No. 908 


veniently filled from the hall. The color 
scheme is provided by a green broadloom 
rug and soft tones of unstained pine wain- 
scot. Paper is beige with pale green and 
brown motifs. Windows have green glazed- 
chintz draperies very soft in tone over 
ruffled white glass curtains. Fine grilles un- 
der each window conceal radiators. Floors 
are wide oak boards, waxed but not stained. 

The dining-room has cream and brown 
Colonial paper, and corner cupboards are 
lined with red. There’s red-brown in wall- 
covering, and dull red glazed-chintz draper- 
ies at the windows are bordered in white. 

The kitchen, where the windows look out 
on broad lawns and provide cross-ventila- 
tion, has work units placed to provide space 
for a small table for quick meals. 

There’s a downstairs lavatory, and up- 
stairs the bathroom provides both tub and 
shower facilities. The large bedroom has 
front and rear dormers and two side win- 
dows, with the door at the end of the room 
near the bathroom and closets leaving wide, 
unbroken wall space. There’s a built-in dress- 
ing table over the radiator grille in the front 
dormer. Above the porch is a children’s 
playroom. Sturdiness and size of the porch 
posts suggest hand-hewn timbers of earlier 


PORCH 


LIVING-ROOM | PORCH, 


14-0'%X 27-0" 


DINING ROOM 
1-6"X15+0" Ba} 


First Floor 


Colonial days, and wooden pegs hold 
them together. The detached garage fol- 
lows out the design of the house, and is tied 
to it with a stone wall. 

Modern, yet traditional, simple, and liv- 
able, home-builders over the country will 
delight in the sturdiness of this Beauty in 
Stone. 


e How much will it cost you to build this 
house in your own community? See intro- 
ductory pages for information about the 
method of estimating it, and for an explana- 
tion of the Bildcost Plan. A coupon, for your 
convenience in ordering List of Materials 
and drawings, will be found on the last page. 
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“Pot-ol-Gold” House 


Designed by Architect Robert Charles Martin 


BEDROOM 


NO X 14-2" 


First Floor 


Cape Cod charm 
Designed for 50-foot lot 
Firesafe construction 
Three bedrooms 

And a garage 


A lot of house at low cost 


Here is Cape Cod charm without one expensive embellishment and with family-size accommodations 


Abe house isn’t just a plan on paper, as 
you can see. It has been built and lived in, 
not just once, but many times over—and 
the costs have been astoundingly low each 
time. It should be able to maintain its 
batting average—for it’s that kind of house. 

For many months, Better Homes © Gar- 
dens’ Architect-Editor John Normile scoured 
the country for just such a house as this. 
For one thing, it had to accommodate com- 
fortably a six-member family. It must have 
room—not just for mere existence, but for 
an active family to stretch out and live. 
Then, it had to be a house that could be 
built by the head of a family who had never 
found difficulty in totaling his income tax 
at the. end of the year. 

This end-of-the-rainbow quest wound up 
in Philadelphia, where the “‘pot of gold” 
had been designed by a young architect, 
Robert Charles Martin. 

He had designed this home to be con- 
structed of concrete masonry, cement- 
painted, practicably, at low cost. The cement 
paint was scarcely dry on the model house 
when orders had been placed for 58 others 
just like it. Within a year’s time, more than 
200 were completed or in the building. 


It was hardly fitting that such small-house’ 


excellence should benefit only one section of 
the country, so it became Bildcost Gardened 
Home No. 909. 


THE key feature of the design, and one that 
sets it apart from the ordinary, is the stair- 
way, as usual or unusual as that may seem. 
In its placing is more than a thought of 
convenience in reaching the second floor. 
Rising as it does from the rear of the living- 
room, it makes possible three proud bed- 
rooms on the second floor—a double bed- 
room over the living-room, a smaller one 
over the dining-room, and yet another very 
comfortable sleeping quarters over the 
garage. Probably in no other way could the 
designer have so easily provided space for 
three such respectable bedrooms in this 
small a house. 

But that is just one example of this home’s 
architectural ingenuity. The living-room 
provides real living room. It’s 11 by 21 feet. 
The dining-room is 11 feet square, and the 
kitchen, just 8 by 9 feet, is handily compact. 
The garage, with dimensions of 20-foot 
depth and 9-foot width, provides room for 
storage of storm sash, screens, and such. 

Exteriorally we have no box-like structure, 


but a cleverly designed little Cape Cod 


package with clever touches found usually 
in houses far above its cost class. The grace- 
ful curve of the projected eaves gives more 
than a beautiful finish to the roof lines—it 
shelters the entrance and makes possible 
an extra foot of space in the second-floor 
bedrooms. The charming lattice termina- 
tions at either corner and the delicate, per- 
fectly scaled dormers distinguish this house 
from the commonplace. 

The designer further enhanced the beauty 
of the exterior by specifying walls of vari- 
able-course stock sizes of concrete blocks, 
giving them, when covered with the white 
outer coat of cement paint, a pleasing in- 
terest. And when building the home, the 
architect suggests that you stain the shingles 
green and paint shutters terra cotta or blue. 

(To make the home completely firesafe 
as well as durable and low in upkeep, you 
have only to use concrete-joist floors.) 

If you’re partial to Cape Cod charm, if 
you want a lot of house for just a little 
money, and if your family is growing, this 
is the home for you. 

If you’d like to know how much it will 
cost you to build this house in your own 
community, see introductory pages for in- 
formation about the method of estimating it. 


Bildeost Gardened-Home Plan No. 909 


Tho distinetly Californian in its low lines and classic beauty, this five-room Bildcost Gardened Home is 
compactly rectangular instead of spread out, which makes it an excellent plan for all parts of the country 


Styled in California for All U. S. 


Designed by Architect Leo F. Bachman 


He. the home for the young man 
tired of paying $45 a month rent for the in- 
conveniences of “built in 1913,” shoveling 
coal and ashes all winter, trotting up and 
down for an insufficient supply of hot water, 
and attempting to keep poorly engineered 
plumbing open. 

With $750 or $1,000 on the line, you can 
have this small home for only $2 or $3 more 
per month than the rent on some outmoded 
place of existence, depending upon the 
taxes. 

Designed for economical construction, it 
can be built without becoming a burden. 
Modern Californian in styling, it’s rec- 
tangular instead of sprawling, and economi- 
cally constructed anywhere. A noteworthy 
feature is the hip roof, a Sampson among 
roofs because it forms a natural arch from 
four directions instead of two, and at the 
same time eliminates the more costly tri- 
angular gables in the side walls. 

The living-room is oversize and the low, 
beamed ceiling is finished in pure white. 
Beside the fireplace is a six-foot shelf book- 
case, its lower shelves concealed behind 


Bildecost Gardened-Home Plan No. 910 
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DINING-ROOM 
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doors. Bedrooms are ample for double or 
twin beds, and the bathroom is luxurious 
with a shower for quick clean-up activities, 
or a bathtub for a relaxing soak. At each 
side of the lavatory are windows and built- 
in dressing tables. 

The kitchen is the sort one longs to have. 
Wide bay window over the sink lets in plenty 
of sunlight. There are cupboards on each 
side of the window and over the refrigerator, 


and tray space beneath and each side of the 
sink. The range on the opposite end has cup- 
board and drawers convenient to it, too. 

The basement can be excavated for 
heater room, storage, laundry or rumpus 
room, or just for heater space alone. 


THE exterior is of brick, plaster, and wood 
siding painted cream. There’s beauty in the 
apple-green shutters on the dining-room 
windows, repeated on the open porch; in 
the whopper bay window between the two; 
and in the chimney, squatting flat and fat 
on the peak of the roof. 

Here’s the home California and Leo 
Bachman give you, the home that can 
readily bring you out of the rent-spending 
class. It has quality, style, mechanical con- 
veniences essential to proud, comfortable 
living—and provides them all for little more 
than the $45 a month that burdens you with 
the inconveniences of “‘built in 1913.” 


e@ How much will it cost you to build this 
home in your own community? See intro- 
ductory pages for information about the 
method of estimating it, and for an expla- 
nation of the Bildcost Plan. A coupon, for 
your convenience in ordering Lists of Ma- 
terials, literature, and working drawings, 
will be found on the last page of this book. 
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A-Bedroom Cape COU eres snsia:ricw: raw 


hae true Cape Cod house is impressive 
for its economy of construction, for its 
utilization of available space, with seven 
sizable rooms, ten closets, two bathrooms, 
- entry hall, and garage. Time-tested product 
of shrewd sea captains with no money to 
waste, Cape Cod is one of the best small- 
home designs, and is immensely popular, if 
we may rely upon the surveys. 

But let’s consider this particular house. 
It has a tidy, off-white trim, a dusky roof 
accented by a chimney capping of black, 
and gray, weathered shingle walls—all Cape 
Cod, truly. Its two over-size front windows 
balance each other, presenting the main 
door as the central point of interest. Small 
‘panes of glass in the door give charm to its 
appearance, and light the front hall. Just 
inside the door is a coat closet. Front win- 
dows are larger than their 15-pane prede- 
cessors were, but are keyed with the low 
eaves and the breadth of the house to create 
a cozy air and admit welcome light to the 
interior. : 

The floor plan would be hard to improve. 
Plumbing economy, for example, is achieved 


by grouping kitchen and downstairs and 
upstairs baths closely. Tho tiny, the hall 
permits ready access to all the rooms. Elimi- 
nation of the partition between dining space 


and living-room gives an appearance of . 


spaciousness, and bookshelves by the fire- 
place add a cozy touch. Screened porch 
adjacent to the kitchen provides for outdoor 
dining, forms a covered passage to the 
garage, and opens on the garden. Above are 
two bedrooms and a bath easily accessible 
to both. Each of the bedrooms will ac- 
commodate twin beds. 

Here we have a home impressive for its 
simplicity, its frugality, its quaint charm, 
and, most impressive of all, its luxurious 
number of rooms in a house so small. 


e How much will it cost you to build this 
home in your own community? See intro- 
ductory pages |for information about the 
method of estimating it, and for an expla- 
nation of the Bildcost Plan. A coupon, for 
your convenience in ordering Lists of Ma- 
terials and working drawings, appears on 
the last page. 
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Bildeost Gardened-Home Plan No. 911 


NIX Rooms and Compact 


Designed by Architect W. E. Durbahn 


L. THIS Bildcost Gardened Home are six 
rooms plus a powder room and a screened 
porch, done in America’s best-liked style— 
Cape Cod architecture. Neat, forthright, 
clear cut, snug, it can be built on a 50-foot 
lot, and permit room for a driveway, tho a 
wide lot will give a better setting. Monotony 
in the large roof area is prevented by vary- 
ing the exposure of shingles from seven 
inches at the bottom to three at the top, and 
the doubling of every seventh course. 
Inside, from the central hall, archways 
lead into the dining-room and the long liv- 
ing-room. The living-room—with its fire- 
place, its built-in bookcases flanking the 
French doors at the garden end, and its 
windows and doors on three sides to send 
the slightest summer breeze rollicking thru 
—is delightful for entertaining and living. 


A HALL separates dining-room from liv- 
ing-room. In the kitchen are cupboards on 
each side of the sink, above and below. The 
range is placed by the dining-room door, 
and the refrigerator near the rear door, with 
room left for a breakfast table. Between 
kitchen and living-room is a multiple-use 
room—a study, bedroom, or den, or a room 
for an aged person unable to climb stairs. 

In each of the cabinets in all bedrooms is 
a drop-leaf writing-desk, with pigeonholes 
and drawers to give son or daughter or 
even father a quiet study room. The hall- 
way Closet has shelves from floor to ceiling, 
and a clothes chute. Dead storage of winter 


Bildeost Gardened-Home Plan No. 912 


or summer clothes is accommodated in the 
cedar closet adjacent to the linen closet. 

In the basement is a rumpus room with 
its own lavatory and fireplace. Compactness 
and good insulation reduce heating costs in 
an Illinois climate to an average of slightly 
over $50 a year; and its owner, Mr. Arthur 
Fjerre, of Highland Park, asserts that it’s 
cool in summer. 


@ How much will it cost to build this home 
in your own community? See explanation 
of Bildcost Plan, and send for List of Ma- 


terials. Please use the coupon on last page. 
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First Floor 


Here we see the secret of 
how so much room has 
been provided in a home of 
such modest appearance 
—a continuous dormer, 
which converts into two 
bedrooms what would oth- 
erwise be wasted space. 
Our plan also provides a 
screened porch instead of 
the terrace outside the 
French doors opening 
from the big living-room 


A Man‘s Home 


Designed by Willard B. Smith, Jr.. Architect 


bee desires have been taken to heart in designing this 
delightful home to include a pine-paneled room that he can 
call his own. It has two large bookcases, one at each side of 
the front window, which provide a place for his most prized 
books and papers. It’s a room of his own, where he can work, 
read, study, or smoke to his heart’s content. But the woman’s 
kitchen has been well and completely equipped; the cozy 
breakfast room is bright and cheerful. The living-room and 
dining-room are large and well lighted, and both open onto 
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Bildcost Gardened- 
Home Plan No. 201 


a large porch. The second floor provides two large bedrooms 
and the owner’s has one completely unobstructed wall—an 


ideal place for twin beds. The bath, tho small, is very con- 


veniently arranged. This home can be built on a 50-foot in- 
terior lot with room for a driveway. 


@ How much will it cost to build this home in your com- 
munity? See explanation of Bildcost Plan, and send for List of 
Materials, price 6c. A convenient coupon'is on last page. 


lt Takes No Heap 
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Designed by Harvey Stevenson 
and Eastman Studds, Architects 
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Many people like houses with exposed foundations, so 
Harvey Stevenson and Eastman Studds have designed this 
home especially for them. It solves the problem of building 
on uneven lots. Building a home in this way allows cellar win- 
dows to clear the grade for a light and pleasant basement. 
Adapted from the older Mississippi Delta homes, it has a flat 
hipped roof with projecting eaves, and a veranda. 

The hall is brief, and closets are plentiful. You'll like the 
idea of a vestibule to protect you from the elements, and the 
long living-room with its bookcase-flanked fireplace. And the 
dining-room, no larger than necessary, is given a feeling of 


spaciousness by the living-room opening. You have a bright, 
well-arranged kitchen with long counter and cabinet space. 
Alternate plans are available—one with basement garage, the 
other with garage above ground. The basement-garage plan 
is particularly adapted to a lot rising from the street. The ex- 
terior might be stained a soft gray and the trim and flush 
boarding painted white. 


e@ How much will it cost to build this home in your own com- 
munity? See explanation of Bildcost Plan, and send for List of 
Materials, price 6c. Convenient coupon appears on last page. 
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Designed to Grow 3-4-4 
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THIS 5-ROOM home was de- 
signed by Architect Elliott Lea. aa ric ie 
The first floor forms a complete | 


Tres 
. a —— oa | 
living unit, and expansion is pro- r é T= 


vided for in the second floor, which 
can be finished at some later date, 
if it’s desired to hold original costs 
to a minimum. Yet, despite this Hees 
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economy, it has definite charm. seca, PAN eS teas 
Additional pictures and complete Dace — ee 
description of the home will be 

found in the List of Materials. DEEL 

See explanation of the Bildcost 

Plan on introductory pages, and 

convenient coupon on last page. 
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THIS HOME, available in 
three- or four-bedroom size, 
was designed by Architect 
Robert Carr. A smaller plan 
provides a dining-alcove bay 
window in back of the living- 
room, and no breakfast nook 
in the kitchen, as shown in 
the larger plan pictured here. 
Additional pictures and 
description will be found in 


the List of Materials booklet. Bildcost Gardened-Home Plan No. 508 
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Three Bedrooms Plus 


BEDROOM 
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ARCHITECTS GEORGE B. 
Hall and Reynold E. Paufve 
designed this attractive home 
in the Pennsylvania tradition, 
with inexpensive yet effective 
details. It has three bedrooms, 
with a fourth available on the 
first floor ifneeded. Additional 
pictures and complete de- 
scription of the home will be 
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Waret Rlooe ee rapa found in List of Materials. See 
explanation of the Bildcost 
Bildcost Gardened-Home Plan No. 704 Plan on introductory pages. 


Four-Square = 


BEDROOM 
12-Ox13-6" 


OUT OF the simple plan of this home, de- 
signed by Architect Robert B. Carr, grows an 
exterior of unaffected nature, regularity of 
mass, straightness of line, and moderateness 
of embellishment with restrained detail: and 
the walled areas of the garden tie its different 
units into a delightful whole. Additional 
pictures and complete description will be GARAGE 
found in List of Materials booklet. See ex- oy 
planation of the Bildcost Plan. Also see cou- 
pon for your convenience on the last page. 
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Bildcost Gardened-Home Pian No. 707 First Floor 
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A New England Home 


Second Floor 


BEDROOM, 
THIS NEW ENGLAND Colonial ae 
was designed by Architects Randolph 
Evans and Albert E. Olson. The ex- 
terior may be finished in white- 
painted shingles, clapboard, or stone, 
with clapboard or shingles above. The 


First Floor 


4 


typical hall has living- and bedrooms TL) kitcres 
opening from it. Additional pictures NOONCE 
and complete description of the home esos 
appear in the List of Materials booklet. cae 


Bildecost Gardened-Home Plan No. 710 
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fe ~— Genuine Cape Cod 


BOWED ROOF-RAFTERS create au- 
thenticity for this Cape Cod designed by 
Royal Barry Wills, of Boston, and the flat 
shed roof offers a contrast. The long living- 
room welcomes guests with’a warm fire- 
place, while a high board fence closes the 
terrace from the street. There’s easy access 
to the garage from the inside or outside. 
Additional pictures and complete descrip- 
tion of the home will be found in List of 
Materials booklet. See explanation of Bild- 
cost Plan on introductory pages, and con- 
venient coupon for ordering on last page. 
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THIS GRECIAN-STYLE home 
was designed by Architect James 
F. Schindler, of Syracuse, New 
York; and the side wall of struc- 
tural glass blocks lets light into the 
dining-room and breakfast nook. 
Attached garage is entered directly 
from the house. How much will it 
cost to build this home in your 
own community? See explanation 
of Bildcost Plan on introductory 
pages. Additional pictures and 
complete description of the home 
will be found in the List of Ma- 
terials booklet; coupon on last page. 
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Bildcost Gardened- 
Home Plan No. 803 
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BEST ABOUT THIS DESIGN by Archi- 
tect Stratton O. Hammon, of Louisville, Ken- 
tucky, is the study-guest room with fireplace, 
built-in bed, bookcases, and double closets. 
Additional pictures and complete description 
of this out-of-the-ordinary home appear in 
List of Materials booklet; coupon on last page. 
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The two homes on this 
page were built from 
Bildcost Gardened- 
Home Plan No. 1001A. 
The only difference in 
the two is in the ex- 
terior treatment. Our 
Bildcost Plan shows the 
construction of both, 
so that you can take 
your choice of either. 
They were designed by 
Architects Talbot Wil- 
son and Irwin Morris 


Long, ground-hugging lines and numerous big windows are reminiscent of the Southwest’s old-time ranchhouse 


tries from two leaves four. That’s not 
Wizard of Oz arithmetic. Only what has 
been done with the two sleek Bildcost Gar- 
dened-Home Plans shown here. Both homes 
on the left-hand page are from the same 
plan, 1001A; the only difference between 
them is the exterior treatment. And both on 
the right-hand page are from a similar, but 
slightly smaller, plan. 

Three young Houston architects designed 
these homes for you who want beauty, con- 
venience, and comfort at low cost. Better 
Homes & Gardens added the designs to its 
Bildcost Series because of the outstanding 
way they met these wants. 

Personally, we’re plumb enthusiastic 
about them. To us they’re well-nigh perfect 
for the small family that wants to live both 
wisely and well. 


Bildcost Gardened-Home Pian No. 1O0I1A 


Their simple, ground-hugging lines and 
good proportions are reminiscent of the 
generous ranchhouses we still see on our 
Southwest ranges. What we marvel at most, 
tho, is the way each finds so much room and 
convenience in a home of its price class. 

Let’s see why. 

See how the kitchen forms a hub for the 
dining- and living-rooms and porch to turn 
on. And how the dining-room, tho a dis- 
tinct unit in itself and not simply one end 
of the living-room, is only slightly separated 
from the living-room. When the family is 
alone, meals, reading, and living revolve in 
a time- and step-saving circle. When you’re 
having a party the living- and dining-rooms 
and porch can be thrown together, with 
“party-food” preparation only a step away. 

Things like this justify our lauding these 


houses as unusually comfortable and handy 
homes to live in. 

And there are other things, too. Our days 
begin with breakfast, going to work, getting 
the children off to school, and marketing. 
Bringing the garage and utility room next 
to the kitchen saves dozens of steps for you. 
Think, too, of how much rain and snow 
won't go down your neck while you’re going 
from house to garage. And with the garage 
out of the way, there ought to be enough 
room in the backyard, too, for that bad- 
minton court or those fruit trees you want. 

See how convenient the porch is to the 
living-room and kitchen for summertime 
lounging and dining, and how it ties to- 
gether the house and garden. And see how 
the design of each major room provides 
cross-ventilation without sacrificing any of 
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Only difference in the 
layout of these two 
houses (Bildcost 1001B, 
above; LOOIBI, left) is 
shown by comparison 
of the plan and the par- 
tial plan above. Partial 
plan shows the setback 
arrangement of 1001B1L 


Both Bildcost 1001B1, directly above, and 1001B, top of page, were designed by Architect Frank C. Dill 


the wall space for furniture and fixtures. 

These homes can be built either with or 
without a basement; the plans show con- 
struction for both, and you take your choice. 
If you omit the basement, the utility rooms 
are planned to hold a gas or oil heating 
plant, a water softener, a water heater, 
and three laundry tubs. If you include it, the 
basement stairs go from the utility room 
down, which makes the basement easily ac- 
cessible from the outdoors. In northern 
areas that get extremely cold, you’ll want 
the basement because it’s easier to keep a 
house comfortable with the heating plant 
below the main floor. 

Tho shown in the plans as dummies, the 
fireplaces can be built to burn wood and 
coal by carrying the chimneys up thru the 
center of the roof ridge. ' 


Please keep in mind that if you want the 


setback arrangement for the house on this 
page, you should order Bildcost No. 1001B1, 
which is merely a variation of No. 1001B. 


GARDEN Oaks, heavily wooded 400-acre sub- 
division just outside the northwest boundary 
of Houston, Texas, in which these four homes 
were built, is as perfect a setting for small 
homes as he’s ever seen, says V. P. Ringer, 
who wrote the story about these houses in 
Better Homes & Gardens. 

Opened only two and a half years ago, it’s 
now studded with 400 new homes—a feather in 
the cap of long-range planning and an example 
to operative builders. No home can be built 
there until plans and specifications have been 
approved by the Garden Oaks Corporation. 

ayout of the entire addition, featuring 
gracefully curving streets and the latest 
thoughts in subdivision development, was 


planned by Hare and Hare, nationally known 
subdivision planners. All lots front at least 
75 feet on concrete-paved streets and have an 
average depth of 175 feet. 

A five-acre tract within the addition has 
been completely equipped as a park and play- 
ground, complete with shelter-house, tennis 
courts, a softball field, and playground equip- 
ment—all floodlighted for night play when de- 
sired. Another tract of 10 acres has been set 
aside for a school to be built when needed. 
Permanent maintenance of parkways and 
esplanades has been provided for with a fund 
created by adding 40 cents to the sale price of 
each front foot of lot. 

All told, more than half a million dollars 
have been spent for improvements and plant- 
ing in the subdivision, exclusive of ana cost. 

Yet in this completely equipped, protected, 
and forward-looking development, the aver- 
age sale price per lot, with paving and all-over 
improvements included, is slightly under 
$800. It’s no wonder that Garden Oaks holds 
more than $6,500,000 worth of homes already 
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EATRA HELP for those final little touches that spell Home 


B EYOND the construction of the house, big job tho it surely is, are the many little 
touches inside and outside the house that make it Home. For that reason, on this 
page we offer you a source of information in booklet and leaflet form to assist 
you in adding to your house and garden the touches that will make it your Home 


be 
HOME GROUNDS | 


PLANT YOU 


AY duHdeEe Morr: 


See How to 
Plant Your 
Home 
(rounds 


Trrory is all very well, but for downright 
helpfulness in landscaping there’s nothing like 
ei hs of gardens and home grounds that 
nave made good, to help you with your job. That’s 
the first principle of the book, “See How to Plant 
Your Home Grounds,” covering your modern 
landscaping problems thoroly—designed on the 
principle that you can better digest words of wisdom 
with illustrative accompaniment than words alone. 

Here’s a brief taste of what you get in this big 52- 
page book: appropriate plantings that invite you in; 


pictures of informal gardens; sketches of formal 
Hae suggestions for garden nooks; new ideas 
or the outdoor living-room; practical how-to-do 
tricks of the landscape architect; how to grade 
lawns and terraces; how to build a proper rock gar- 
den and lily pool; successful evergreens; attractive 
fences and gates; intriguing gard noe useful 
outdoor fireplaces; 22 common landscape errors. 

Whether you’re planning a new yard or just do- 
ing something to an old one, this book will help 
yous: [he price;,only. 25. \ ane 7 25¢ 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS TELL-U-HOW BUREAU 


How to Buy a 
Better Home—A 
handbook of room- 
by-room analysis of 
things to remember 
and look for when 
buying homes built 
by reputable opera- 
tive builders. 66 
pages of helpful in- 
formation. 25c. 

Gardening Guide. In this new, 
192-page book you'll find a complete 
presentation of how to plan, plant, 
and care for home grounds, with a dis- 
cussion of each of the following sub- 
jects: (1) How to Landscape; (2) Fun- 
damentals of Gardening, to include: 
soil and its needs; seed sowing; 
hotbeds and coldframes, ete.; (3) 
Materials for the Garden, such as trees, 
shrubs, evergreens, annuals, peren- 
nials, vegetables, and fruit; (4) In- 
dispensable Plants, such as cactus, 
campanula, iris, peony, phlox, and 
others; (5) Plants in the Home, or 
Houseplants and Their Care; (6) 
Flower Arrangement; (7) Lawns; (8) 
Outdoor Gardening Guide adapted to 
all sections of the United States; (9) 
Garden Accessories. Send today for 
this comprehensive booklet—it’s new, 
complete in every way, and a yalu- 
able helper in the planning and the 
beautification of your new-home 
grounds. Price 50c. 
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Well-Dressed Windows—How to 
choose colors and materials for cur- 
tains and draperies. Price 20c. 

b i 2 How to Make and Decorate 
Cornice Boards. Price 4c. 

b h 9 How to Apply Antique Fin- 
ish. Price 4c. 

b j 2 Little Book of Outdoor 
Fireplaces—Your yard needn’t be 
large nor your pocketbook fat to 
build any of these fireplaces. Fifteen 
designs. Price 10c. 

My Household Inventory—To 
aid you in your household budget 
calculations; to prove your loss 
promptly and beyond question in 
case of fire or burglary. Easily worth 
hundreds of dollars to you when com- 
pleted. Price 5c. 

New Ideas for Your Modern 
Kitchen—How to plan, remodel, 
equip, decorate, and arrange kitch- 
ens. Price 10c. 

Furniture Arrangement and 
Balance—Diagrams to show you 
how to place your furniture correctly. 
Price 20c. 

Handbook for Home-Builders. 
A handy reference book, particularly 
in equipment buying, of practical 
help for home-builders. 72 pages. 10ce. 

hi 3 Slip Covers and Upholstery 
—This leaflet tells you how to make 
your own. Price 6c. 

Floors, Walls, and Ceilings—De- 
tailed suggestions for harmonizing 


check plainly, and print name and address.) 


List of Materials for Bildcost Plan No. 
List of Materials for Bildcost Plan No. 
List of Materials for Bildcost Plan No. 


Other booklets or leaflets, as follows: (Please order by number and state price.) 


Post! Office se State 


these three factors of a room. Price 
20c. 

Colors in Your Home—A booklet 
packed full of suggestions for creating 
color in home furnishings. Price 20c. 

Simplified Family Budget— 
Handbook to help you plan finances 
wisely. Complete blank record book, 
with detailed instructions for keeping 
a comprehensive budget. Price 25c. 

Bride’s Book—As much a com- 
plete buying guide for all household 
equipment and sundries as it is a 
guide to solving problems of wedding 
plans, etiquette, ete. Contains plans 
and recipes for functions. Price 25c. 

Mirror Magic—5S0 slides in nat- 
ural color show how mirrors increase 
room size and amplify decorative ef- 
fects. On special application. 

The Art of Table Decoration—57 
slides in natural color show decorated 
dining tables. On application. 

Birdhouse Building Plans— 
Working drawings for attractive Rob- 
in, Bluebird, Wren, and Nuthatch 
houses; with directions. 10c for each 
house plan. All four for 25c if ordered 
at one time. 

b g 52 Making and Maintaining 
an Aquarium. Price 4c. 

b g 87 Trees in Winter. Price 4e. 

b g 66 The Rock Garden Calen- 
dar—A complete list of plants, their 
color, height, flowering period, and 
exposure, which will keep the rock 


Send me Bildcost Working Drawings, Lists of Materials, or booklets and leaflets as indicated. I inclose $ 


garden in bloom thruout the seasons. 
Price 4c. 

b g 19 Fifty Successful Shrubs 
to Plant in the Northern States— 
Complete table, giving the distance 
to plant, height, spread, flowering and 
fruiting seasons, as well as color of 
flowers and fruits. Price 4c. 

b g 46 Native Shrubs for Natural 
Effects. Price 4c. 

b g 70 Ten Shrubs of Outstand- 
ing Merit. Price 4c. 

ge7 Your Lawn Questions An- 
swered—Tells how to make new 
lawns, rejuvenate old ones; grass seed 
mixtures for sun and shade; how to 
control weeds. 20 pages. Price 10c. 

g g 1 How to Build and Plant a 
Pool. Price 6c. 

b g 73 Plans and Plants for Win- 
dow Boxes. Price 4c. 

Home Gardener’s Pronouncing 
Dictionary—Gives the meaning, 
brief description, and pronunciation 
of the commonest plant names used 
in gardening; new and completely re- 
vised. Price 50c. 

gcl0 Best Plants for Shaded 
Places. Price 4c. 

Garden Accessories—Working 
plans and directions for making: 


Bird-Bath... .55455) 0000 20c 
Garden Bench’... 4). 20c 
Sun Dial... 2 eee 20c 


All three for 45c if ordered in a 
group. 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS, 9223 Meredith Building, Des Moines, Iowa. 
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pee OC Working Drawings of Bildcost Plan No. > $5.00 
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_, 6e Additional sets of Plan No. _ , $2.50 each 
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Happily alive and breathing in White Plains, New York, this five-room home is desirable-in any locality 


Nealed to Pleasant LIVING sscesss russe 


Seow or other the whole of this 
5-room house suggests the present-day ten- 
dency for formal dining to give way to 
buffet suppers. 

Not that people have stopped eating din- 
ners. We’re speaking figuratively. The fact 
that the dining-room here had been scaled 
down because buffet suppers are more com- 
mon than big formal dinners at home sug- 
gested that somehow this seemed to sym- 
bolize the whole house—scaled down to 
downright pleasant living: big enough for 
comfort, small enough for charm. 

Perhaps another example in point is the 
passing of the old front porch—or rather, the 
going of the old-fashioned front porch as 
we’ve known it. We used to build a house 
and then build a porch around it. Some of 
those dear old porches were big enough to 
hold a Youth Congress conclave and still 
leave room for Mrs. Roosevelt. They were 
to sit out on, but they were also big enough 
to sit the whole town out on. We must admit 
we sort of liked them, just for the feeling of 
affluence they gave us, but it was a definite 
waste of space if not a sacrifice of appearance. 

We build on porches for sitting now, but 
we scale ’em down to a pleasant sitting size— 
and we don’t devote good building space to 
excess sitting-out requirements. (The porch 
here, incidentally, is a roofed, flagstone ter- 
race and may be screened in.) 


THERE'S a vista both ways thru this 
home’s bay window. If you’re inside looking 
out, you get a nice eyeful of Nature. If you’re 
outside looking in, you get an eyeful of white 
paneling, fireplace, and bookcase. 
Like most pampered and well-trained ga- 


rages these days, the garage here has been 
taken under the protective wing of the 
mother roof, and happily, it’s accessible di- 
rectly from the kitchen. This is a special 
boon, a matron friend of ours recently ex- 
plained, to the Lady of the House if she 
drives to do her marketing, take the off- 
spring to school, borrow a serving tray from 
Mrs. Brown over on the windward side of 
the suburb, catch the matinee at the Palace, 
take the Man of the House to the train in 
the cold gray dawn, and meet the 5:45 to 
haul the same Busy Man home at the end of a 
high-pressure day in town, et cetera. Of 
course, Father buys the gasoline, but he 
can also use the kitchen entrance to the ga- 
rage on rainy days—or any day he’s lucky 
enough to get the car. 

And speaking of kitchens, this already- 
built Bildcost Gardened house sets a pretty 
good kitchen example for you when you 
build it. It’s step-saving, of course. It’s also 
bright and cheery with its white cabinets, 
red linoleum counter top and floor, its win- 
dow centered between two hanging wall 
cabinets, its glass block light bringer-in over 
the range, its corner shelves for bric-a-brac 
or sundries, and its large cleaning closet, 
among other salient points of desirability. 


So THAT there could be no doubt that the 
kitchen is the control headquarters in this 
house, the switch that lights the post light 
at the corner of the picket fence was placed 
at the kitchen door. And notice how 
cleverly the problem of a front service en- 
trance, in plain view, yet highly decorative, 
is handled by means of the charming picket 
fence, the stepping stones, and plantings. 
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Here are some other details that may in- 
terest you: Exterior walls are white-painted 
cedar shingles; shutters are bottle green; 
roof is black-stained shingle; all bath fix- 
tures are recessed; bathroom floor and wain- 
scot are linoleum covered; a stair is pro- 
vided to the attic—now used as storeroom, 
but someday to become in part a large guest 
bedroom (maybe you’ll want the extra bed- 
room immediately when you build the 
house); all rooms are papered in quaint 
Colonial; there’s space for a large playroom 
in the basement; and the house is completely 
sidewall and ceiling insulated. 

Heating in the home as it stands is by 
forced warm air spun-glass filtered and hu- 
midified—but of course, when you build the 
house, you may prefer boiler-radiator heat, 
and you will find the house equally agree- 
able to any other type of heating. 

John F. Deedreux, White Plains, New 
York, is the owner of this original example of 
Bildcost Gardened-Home No. 1006. Earl G. 
Nelson of Nelbren Inc., of White Plains, 
designed and built it. 
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Six husky rooms, and yet its L-shaped plan and lower roofline adapt it to a very narrow lot 


6 Reasons Why... 


- + - this Bildcost Gardened Home designed by 


Architect Maxmillian R. Johnke is an outstand- 


ingly sensible six-room home for you to build 


Most comfortably roomy two-story homes 

look gawkily oversize on a narrow subur- 
ban lot. But this one is adapted to these nar- 
row sites in three ways. Its L-shaped plan 
stretches back instead of across the front. 
Its roofline is several feet lower than normal. 
And it’s further held to the ground by the 
horizontal division across the front—white- 
painted brick below, barn-boarding above. 


Good sense says “Plan your house to 

unite the living rooms, garden, and out- 
of-doors into one luxurious living unit.”? But 
good sense, backed by financing institu- 
tions, also cocks an eye on “resale value,” so 
urges “Put the living rooms in the front of 
the house where they’ve always been, for 
houses that hold to convention sell better. 
This plan satisfies both dictates. Its living- 
room looks out to the street, and thru win- 
dows and big French doors to the quiet and 
beauty of a patio and garden, too. Con- 
tinuous windows across the end of the din- 
ing-room go further to make it a home of 
sunshine and open-air living. 


Bildcost Gardened-Home Plan No. 1002 


It’s a good-sized house for the money. 

The roof, instead of being set on top of 
the bedroom ceilings, is set directly above 
the windows, 6 feet 4 inches above the floor. 
This in effect moves the bedroom ceilings 
several feet into the attic, cuts waste attic 
space, saves the cost of building up exterior 
walls that extra two feet. Yet it still gives 
you full-sized windows and a minimum wall 
height of 6 feet 4 inches. 


This is a comfortable home. All rooms 
are a husky size—no phone-booth bed- 
rooms, no bathroom so small you have to 
use the guest-sized cake of soap because you 
can’t squeeze the family size thru the door. 
Every room has cross-ventilation. 
There are sizable closets for the bedrooms, 
a towel closet in the bathroom, a linen closet 
in the upstairs hall, and a vestibule and big 
coat closet downstairs. There’s an entrance 
off the driveway. Light, airy, and ideally 
U-shaped is the kitchen arrangement. There 
isn’t space to show the basement plan, but the 
basement stair is below the second-floor stair. 
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Exterior details are uncommonly good, 

but not the sort that run into big money. 
For example, look at the scalloped treat- 
ment of the barn-boarding across the front; 
it costs only a little sawing. 

All thru the house there are touches of 
charm. How impressive the circular stairs, 
how decorative the stairway niche for flow- 
ers, how brightening the corner china cabi- 
net and flower shelf in the dining-room. 

The living-room has been carefully an- 
alyzed and made the “‘stage”’ of the house. 
Says Architect Johnke: “I’ve-stressed the 
fireplace end, the mantel, the paneled wall, 
and the bookcases—all hospitable.” 


And then there’s the patio itself. Shel- 
tered as it is on two sides by the L- 
shaped plan, it’s so intimately a part of the 
house that we list it as the sixth reason. 


French doors unite the living-room and patio, 
neatly cupped between the wings for privacy 


Dutch Colonial, four-bedroom, luxurious but not “‘big.’’ At right, its roof-sheltered door 


ig ROBABLY the most attractive home 
development of its kind in the country is in 
Harbour Green, Long Island, New York. 
From the homes built in this development in 
the last few years Better Homes G Gardens 
has selected two—a seven-room, two-bath- 
room Dutch Colonial, pictured above and 
at right, top; and a more economical, six- 
room American Colonial, shown below. 

Low, simple, rather spread out, this Dutch 
Colonial ( Bildcost Plan No. 1003A ) has 
attached garage opening on the side, espe- 
cially good for a corner lot. 

You enter the house thru a little lattice- 


Bildcost Goes to Long Island 


designed by Architect Randolph 


\\ HEN you build an authentic American 
Colonial home—or of authentic Dutch 
influence—you’re free from fads. Because 
Colonial is destined always to be in style. 

This American Colonial (Bildcost Plan 
No. 1003B) gives you almost all the living 
area of a two-story house, yet is more eco- 
nomical to build because all the way around, 
you save about four feet of studding, sheath- 
ing, siding, and insulation. You get six 
ample rooms, a screened porch, a built-in 
garage, a powder room, closets. 


This American Colonial, economical to build, has six ample rooms and the porch shown at right 


fence-inclosed, flagstone-paved dooryard, 
sheltered by the angle of the house and the 
overhanging roof. ‘The living-room’s large 
fireplace, between windows, is opposite glass 
doors to the porch. Entered either from the 
dinette or living-room, this porch is an in- 
tegral part of the first-floor living space or 
can be finished as a full-sized dining-room, 
den, or office, three walls and the roof al- 
ready there. 

Two bedrooms and their bathroom on 
each floor make possible that “separate 
suite’ arrangement which takes care of in- 
laws or gives guests privacy. 


for these 


two homes 


Evans and built at Harbour Green 


Note this plan’s convenience. From the 
center hall you can enter all rooms directly, 
both downstairs and upstairs. Outside, care- 
fully studied cornices and mouldings give a 
finish typical of Evans’s fine designs. Ex- 
terior walls are cedar shingles painted oyster 
white. Long green shutters frame the first 
floor windows. The living-room’s handsome 
fireplace is flanked by doors opening onto 
the porch. The bathroom is located over the 
kitchen for plumbing economy. 

This design is at home anywhere! 
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Planned to the Las 


George H. Van Anda 


It’s a “‘different’’ house—small, but big enough for a family of five 
or six, ideal for a retired couple or a small family with a maid, and 
especially suited to a beautiful garden or view off to the rear 
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Built the Way You Want 


Tome house requires a garage, and by building over it 
larger rooms are obtained at slight additional cost. In this eco- 
nomically built home the designer uses both garage footings and 
roof. A centrally located heating plant is most efficient and the 
inside chimney makes it possible here. The home is insulated, 
weatherstripped, and winter air-conditioned. 

The living-room is ample for a small home, larger than most. 
It’s open on three sides; and the porch overlooking the garden is 
adjacent to it. There’s an advantage of privacy and space conser- 
vation on a 60 to 70 foot lot in having the porch on the rear. 

You’ve noticed that the breakfast room is separated from the 
kitchen—it’s convenient for school-age study and midnight 
snacks. You’ll like the cross-ventilation of the three bedrooms. 

Interesting details are trim glued and splined and the doors 
dipped in warp-preventing bath; kitchen cabinets factory built 
and sprayed with lacquer; kitchen practically plated in linoleum; 
copper flashings; all bronze screen wire; foundations plastered on 
both sides with waterproof cement; sills termite-proofed. 


Bildcost Gardened-Home Pian No. 1005 


Basement First Floor 
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Designed by Architects Campbell and LaCava 


Danbury, Connecticut 


oheaien down in the Newtown hills of the Berkshires is 
this Bildcost Gardened Home of Farm Colonial Style. It’s clean 
of line, simple, and carries a marked flavor of old New England. 
Look at its weathered-gray, wood-shingle roof, at its pale-green 
shutters blending softly with its white clapboard walls, at its 
small shed porch, at its Dutch front door, at its bright flower boxes. 
There are three bedrooms—room for a family of five or six. 
Or just as good for a family of three or four with a maid. The 
downstairs bedroom with its own bath is set off from the rest of 
the house to give family and maid privacy. Or the room is equally 
good for an elderly person who finds it hard to climb stairs. 
To take full advantage of a well-planted back yard, to shut off 
the traffic of the street in front, and to give the homemaker a 
good view while she’s working about the kitchen, the kitchen is 
up front and the living-dining-room is full width across the rear. 
There’s a fireplace with bookshelves at one end, and windows on 
three sides frame the views and let summer breezes come rollick- 
ing in. This living-dining-room is finished with random-width, 
knotty-pine boards. Doors, walls, and fireplace mantel are all 
stained tobacco brown. The floor is of wide oak boards. 
Outside the living-room door might be a porch or terrace, de- 
pending on the site. In the house as built in Newtown, it was a 
porch, and beneath the porch was a terrace at the basement floor 
level, an arrangement made possible because the lot fell sharply 
away at the rear. The driveway swings in on the left side to a 
basement garage under the living-dining-room. On a level site 
you’d build a detached garage and a terrace by the living-room. 
The pantry, with sink, could be a dining-nook. And you could 
to pare costs dispense with the bedroom fireplace, tho one chim- 
ney serves the furnace and both fireplaces. 


Bildeost Gardened-Home Pian No. 1004 


Designed by Architect Kenneth W. Dalzell 


Member, American Institute of Architects 


There are six good-sized rooms, exclusive of basement and breakfast 
room, in this home. It was designed by one, and supervised by a dozen 
other, New Jersey architects for a subdivision of their own creation 
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